THE NAGAS

in the
Nineteenth Century

Edited with an Introduction by

VERRIER ELWIN

AMERICAN ALPINE

710 10th ST,
GOLDEN CO
(303) 384
) CAD: OXON: IN IN

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
1969



BY VERRIER ELWIN

MONOGRAPHS

1 The Baiga (Murray, 1939)
1 The Agaria (OQUP, 1942)
Maria Murder and Suicide (OUP, 1943, second edition, 1950)
t Folk-Tales of Mahakoshal (OUP, 1944)
t Folk-Songs of Chhattisgarh (OUP, 1946)
1 Myths of Middle India (OUP, 1949)
t The Muria and their Ghotul (OUP, 1947)
Maisons des Jeunes chez les Muria (Gallimard, 1959)
I costumi sessuali dei Muria (Lerici, 1963)
t Bondo Highlander (OUP, 1950)
t The Tribal Art of Middle India (OUP, 1951)
t Tribal Myths of Orissa (OUP, 1954)
t The Religion of an Indian Tribe (OUP, 1955)
T Myths of the North-East Frontier of India (NEFA Administration, 1958)
+ The Art of the North-East Frontier of India (NEFA Administration, 1959)
Nagaland (Adviser’s Secretariat, Shillong, 1961)
Democracy in NEFA (NEFA Administration, 1966)
The Kingdom of the Young (abridged from The Muria and their Ghotul,
OUP, 1968)

GENERAL
Leaves from the Jungle (Murray, 1936, second edition, OUP, 1958)
+ The Aboriginals (OUP, 1943, second edition, 1944)
* Motley (Orient Longmans, 1954)
+ A Philosophy for NEFA (NEFA Administration, 1957, third edition, 1961)
+ When the World was Young (National Book Trust, 1961)
t India’s North-East Frontier in the Nineteenth Century (OUP, 1959,
reprinted 1962)
A Philosophy of Love (Publications Division, 1962)
The Tribal World of Verrier Elwin: An Autobiography (OUP, 1964)
Elwin Kanta Pashankuti Makkal (Bookventure, 1967)
Verrier Elwinnara Girijana Prapancha (Janapada Sahitya Academy, 1967)

NOVELS

+ Phulmat of the Hills (Murray, 1937)
+ A Cloud that’s Dragonish (Murray, 1938)

WITH SHAMRAO HIVALE

t Songs of the Forest (Allen & Unwin, 1935)
t+ Folk-Songs of the Maikal Hills (OUP, 1944)

t Out of print



Oxford University Press, Ely House, London W. 1

GLASGOW NEW YORK TORONTO MELBOURNE WELLINGTON
CAPE TOWN SALISBURY IBADAN NAIROBI LUSAKA ADDIS ABABA
BOMBAY CALCUTTA MADRAS KARACHI LAHORE DACCA
KUALA LUMPUR SINGAPORE HONG KONG TOKYO

Oxford House, Apollo Bunder, Bombay 1 BR

Verrier ELWIN 1902-64

© Oxford University Press 1969

Printed in India by Pyarelal Sah at the Times of India Press, Bombay and
published by John Brown, Oxford University Press, Apollo Bunder,
Bombay 1 BR



FOREWORD

THE TYPESCRIPT OF THIS ANTHOLOGY was almost in final shape at
the time of Verrier Elwin’s death, and, as I had been associated to
some extent with the early stages of the work, I was happy to accept
Mrs Elwin’s and the Oxford University Press’s request to tie up
the loose ends and prepare it for publication—which meant little
more than crossing the t’s, dotting the i’s, rummaging for suitable
illustrations and, where the text was obscure, exploring the original
sources. It has been, in every sense, a labour of love, as Verrier Elwin
and I had been close colleagues over a number of years, and parti-
cularly so during my terms of office as Adviser to the Governor
of Assam, when our work kept us in intimate and practically daily
touch with each other. Although Dr Elwin never functioned as
an executive—for this he had neither the inclination nor the
temperament—he exerted nonetheless a powerful influence on
our executive officers, and through them, over the entire field of
the administration. He was friend, philosopher and guide to the
Government and to the tribal people, and his deep understanding,
sensitiveness and humanity were variously reflected in the policies
of Government.

Verrier Elwin had shown me, and we had often discussed, the
manuscript of this anthology while it was under preparation. It
was only with the greatest diffidence, however, that I would venture
to advise him in his own field of literature and scholarship. Re-
reading the anthology has taken me back to old friends—to Dalton,
the Butlers, Mrs Grimwood and the indomitable General Johnstone,
among particular favourites, and I have felt very much the better
—and the wiser—for treading again the passages of the past.
The days of the scholar-administrator are, alas, over, but it is good
to be able to savour, if only for a brief, golden interlude, the taste
of a former age, when there was time, and also a sense of pride
and an urge, for presenting an official report not as a mere compila-
tion of facts and figures but as an essay of literary endeavour.

As in Verrier Elwin’s companion volume on the North-East
Frontier, the original spelling and punctuation have generally
been retained in these extracts, except in the case of very obvious

v



vi FOREWORD

printer’s errors. The absence of punctuation marks in some of the
tour notes conveys a sense of urgency and raciness (also, be you
warned, confusion!) and has not therefore been °corrected’.
Mr Jagadish Saha of the National Library, Calcutta, and Mr Bibhas
Bhattacharjee, my private secretary, took great pains in tracing
for me the original sources and I gratefully acknowledge their
assistance.

It has been a privilege and a joy to have been associated with
Verrier Elwin, albeit remotely, in the editing of this anthology.
And I like to think of my small contribution as an act of respectful
homage to the memory of a very dear friend and colleague.

N. K. Rustomi
Shillong

March 1968
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INTRODUCTION

A FEW YEARS AGO I made an anthology of extracts from the nine-
teenth century books and articles, now rare and only available in
the larger libraries, about the North-East Frontier of India. This
book, which was published by the Oxford University Press in 1959,
was unexpectedly successful and a new impression was issued in
1962,

At the time when I made this anthology I thought that I might
do similar books for other tribal areas in India and the present work
represents the first fruit of this idea. Here I have extracted passages
about the Naga people on a broad geographical basis from printed
books and articles covering the period 1827 to 1896. As in the earlier
book I have concentrated on passages which illustrate the history,
ethnography and problems of the people. My main interest, as it
always has been, was in people, but inter-village feuds and punitive
expeditions are inextricably mixed up with the story of Naga
life.

This record is not presented as a correct picture but to illustrate
how outsiders looked at the Nagas at the time. There are certainly
many mistakes of fact, misunderstanding of customs and institutions ;
almost everything is very different now; some passages reveal a
condescending and a hostile or resentful attitude on the part of the
writers. I have left most of these in, for they are part of history and
the Nagas themselves, who have a great sense of humour, are not
likely to resent them.

The men who wrote these extracts found it difficult to get informa-
tion. The Naga languages in those days, before English or even
Assamese had become popular, were some of the most complex
and difficult in the world. Visitors to the Naga Hills nearly always
had to go under escort and Dr J. H. Hutton points out how difficult
this made inquiries even in his own case as late as 1923. He and his
party could go nowhere, he says, during a tour in what is now called
Tuensang ‘without armed sentries standing over us like warders
guarding a recaptured convict’. Captain W. B. Shakespear, he
notes, who commanded his escort and who should at least have

1 |



2 THE NAGAS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

had a sort of ‘family feeling for ethnology’,! was sympathetic but
took no risks. In addition to this supervision in what was then
very wild territory, much time was inevitably taken up with ‘tran-
sitory matters of politics, supplies or transport arrangements’ and
on the top of it there was constant bad weather. ‘A succession of
very rainy days not only dilutes enthusiasm, but very much limits
opportunities’ for obtaining information.

Moreover, none of the writers represented here were professional
anthropologists, though some of them wrote better anthropology
than many of the supposedly ‘trained’ young men of the present
day. Most of them were soldiers. Dalton belonged to the Bengal
Staff Corps. Johnstone began his career in the ‘Bengal Army’.
Woodthorpe was commissioned in the Royal Engineers. Godwin-
Austen was educated at Sandhurst and commissioned in the old
24th Foot, afterwards the South Wales Borderers, and the same may
be said of several others. Mackenzie and Damant were members of
the Indian Civil Service and some of the officers of the Topographical
Survey were civilians, but the soldiers predominated.

A last and unexpected problem arose in the fact that in those
turbulent days precious notes and documents were lost. Many of
Dalton’s manuscripts were *lost to him during the mutinies’ with
the result that his notes on some of the Assam tribes were ‘not as
full as he should have liked to have made them’. Damant’s invaluable
Manipur Dictionary and a paper on the Angami Nagas were
destroyed by the Nagas in the Kohima stockade. In fact, far from
criticizing the nineteenth century men for their defects we should
be astonished that, under the circumstances, they collected so much
information and wrote as well as they did.

It has been impossible to avoid references to head-hunting and
war for, as H. G. Wells said of the Europe of 1918, war was ‘an
atmosphere, a habit of life, a social order’. Some of the comments
on Naga methods of war by these writers are very severe. But we
should remember that in the nineteenth century, when they wrote,
war was still comparatively a gentlemanly affair. I doubt whether
officers who had had experience of the methods of Commandos or
of Resistance Movements in modern Europe would have found
anything very astonishing in what some of the Nagas used to do.

! For his father, Colonel Shakespear, sce Bibliography.
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I found work on this book fascinating and it would have been
possible to spend another two years editing it with appropriate
footnotes and comments. It is, I think, the small details which are
particularly delightful—General Johnstone’s cat carrying off his
breakfast at Samagudting; the bathing-drawers presented by Mrs
Grimwood to her nine malis; Lieutenant Browne-Wood digging up
surface coal with a Naga spear, the only implement he had with
him. Then there is the delightful incident on Christmas Day, 1844,
when Major Butler’s surveyor came into camp completely exhausted
after a long march. He was, Butler tells us, ‘a very abstemious man
and was always boasting of the inexpressible delight he experienced
in satisfying his thirst from every limpid stream and eating sweet
biscuits >, But in view of his condition that day Butler gave him a pint
of warm porter whereon he rallied instantly, and with a dish of
‘hermetically sealed soup’ and a slice of ham soon got over his
fatigue, and in later years found a glass of brandy more refreshing
than the waters of a stream. Another day we see a party of surveyors
buying a large basket of rice for one rupee paid in four-anna pieces,
with which the Nagas immediately bought a worn spike of a spear,
iron being more valuable to them than silver.

And there was the old lady with a very large goitre whose house
Dr Brown approached when he visited her village. ‘Standing at her
hut-door she seemed enraged at our appearance and kept muttering
as we passed. Occasionally she clutched her throat and made a
motion of throwing her goitre at us, doubtless cursing volubly the
while. We smiled benignly on the hag and passed on.’

The death of Captain Butler’s Madrassi cook on tour was a
serious loss for, says the narrator, ‘a good cook is required to vary
the monotony of camp diet by ingenious little culinary arts’. Perhaps
the most sensational event in all John Butler’s camps was the arrival
in the evening of January the 5th, 1873, of a dak runner, staggering
under the weight of Dalton’s great book on the Ethnology of Bengal
and the young Captain reading far into the night and eagerly spotting
its few mistakes.

I am greatly indebted to Mr N. K. Rustomji for reading the
manuscript of this book with his customary thoroughness and care
and for his many suggestions, as well as to Dr J. H. Hutton who
directed me to many documents about the Nagas which escaped the
attention even of the late Mr J. P. Mills in his Bibliography. I owe
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much to Mr B. S. Kesavan, Mr Sourindranath Roy, Mr J. M.
Chowdhury, the Librarian of the State Library of Assam and the
Librarian of the Anthropological Survey of India. Mr Kesavan and
his staff in the National Library in Calcutta gave me every possible
assistance while I was preparing this book and their courtesy and
friendliness will always remain with me as a very happy incident in
my literary endeavours. Mr Chowdhury, most obliging of men, did
much to discover for me the books available in Shillong.

Although at no time did I hold an official position in the Naga
areas, my knowledge of the Nagas is not confined to books. My
first long tour in the Ao and Konyak areas (with a visit to Kohima
thrown in) was in June and July 1947, when I had to walk from
Nakachari to Mokokchang. At the beginning of 1954 I did a seven
weeks’ tour on foot in what is now the Tuensang District, and later
I paid a number of visits to Nagaland.

V. E.
Shillong
2 October 1962



Chapter 1

THE COUNTRY OF THE NAGAS






I BEGIN WITH SOME EXTRACTS about the beautiful and sometimes
awe-inspiring country where the Nagas live, as well as notes on its
climate, botany and geology. In the latter part of the chapter I give
contemporary accounts of Dimapur at the foot of Naga Hills;
of Samagudting, the first administrative headquarters which was
established in 1848 ;! and of Kohima, to which the seat of Govern-
ment was moved in 1877.

Among the authors represented in this chapter is the tragic figure
of Mrs St Clair Grimwood, the widow of the Political Agent at
Manipur from 1889 to 1891. Her portrait as frontispiece to her
book, My Three Years in Manipur, shows her beautiful and dignified
with large tragic eyes.

Mrs Grimwood’s book with its gentle humour and quiet heroism
is in its own field one of the best of all those written about this part
of the world during the last century. It describes the happy early
months in Silchar, Gauhati, Shillong and Imphal which were
followed all too soon by worsening conditions in Manipur, the
outbreak of the rebellion, her own daring escape, the death of her
husband, her return to England and her audience with Queen
Victoria. It is a heart-broken book but its observations of the
people and particularly of the Nagas and their country are always
sympathetic and affectionate.

Another author represented here is Henry Haversham Godwin-
Austen, explorer and geologist, who receives extensive notice in the
Dictionary of National Biography. His life was a long and varied
one and I can only briefly summarize it. At Sandhurst he was a
friend of Earl Roberts and became an expert in topographical
drawing. He went first to Burma where he explored the navigable
waterways of the Irrawaddy delta but towards the end of 1856 he
was attached, at the special request of the Surveyor-General, to the
Trigonometrical Survey of India to assist in the first survey of

! The outpost at Samagudting was withdrawn about 1852, reoccupied in 1865
and finally abandoned in 1877.

7



8 THE NAGAS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Kashmir. It was now that he first surveyed the great Karakoram
glaciers together with the giant mountains that enclose them. As
the discoverer of this great glacier system it was proposed to name
Mountain K2 after him but Government did not agree, on the
general principle that personal names were unsuitable for the
summits of the Himalayas. Godwin-Austen was a daring climber,
for he made several ascents of about 20,000 feet without any of the
modern equipment that is now regarded as essential. In 1862 he
mapped the northern border of the Pangong District on the western
edge of the Tibetan plateau, and the following year went on a
political mission to Bhutan, whence he proceeded to the area be-
tween Sikkim and Punakha; his maps of Bhutan and neighbouring
regions remained the only ones available for over thirty years.

Godwin-Austen next went to Assam. He commanded the party
engaged in the survey of the Garo, Khasi and Jaintia Hills and
some parts of the Brahmaputra Valley. He was detained for a week
in the Jaintia Hills ‘in a most vexatious unnecessary manner’ owing
to ‘the want of attention paid by the native officials’ to the require-
ments of his party. It is worth noting that the cost of the Khasi
and Garo Hills Survey came to over Rs 45,000—a large sum for
1869-70. In 1870 Godwin-Austen worked with the famous Deputy
Commissioner of the Garo Hills, Lieutenant Williamson, after
which he obtained two years’ leave in Europe which was, reported
bis superior officers, ‘exceedingly inconvenient and detrimental to
the work in hand, as no officer was so well suited for conducting
difficult operations and making rapid reconnaissances of a country
both physically and politically opposed to such operations’.

To the relief of his Department Godwin-Austen returned to India
in 1872 and was appointed Deputy Superintendent to survey the
Naga Hills and Manipur boundary and explore the Patkoi Range.
He accompanied Captain John Butler on some of his visits and
produced a number of invaluable reports, in which he gives a con-
siderable amount of information about the Nagas he met on his way.
In 1875 he accompanied the first Dafla Expedition, surveying 1,700
square miles of country, and in the intervals, engaged himself in
geological investigations of considerable importance.

Godwin-Austen suffered badly from fever and had to retire pre-
maturely in 1877. Back in England he continued to study natural
science in all its branches and in 1880 was elected a Fellow of the
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Royal Society. Even when he was nearly ninety years of age he was
still obtaining specimens from young officers surveying in India and
examining them under the microscope.

Another remarkable man represented in this as well as in later
chapters is Sir James Johnstone, who lived from 1841 to 1895.
Entering the Bengal Army at the age of seventeen, he became a
Major-General on his retirement a year before his death. He took
part in the Bhutan campaign of 1864-6 and for several years was
in charge of the Elephant Kheddas in Orissa. He received his initi-
ation into tribal problems in Keonjhar State during a rebellion and
as Political Agent for three years. In 1877 he went as Political Agent
to Manipur, relieved Kohima the following year, was present at
the assault and capture of Khonoma, was appointed to settle dis-
putes on the Burmese frontier and was created a K.C.S.I. in 1887,

Johnstone is remembered today largely as a result of his lively,
amusing and informative work, My Experiences in Manipur and the
Naga Hills which was published a year after his death, with a brief
introductory memoir. Johnstone was a very typical Englishman of
his day. ‘I am one of those old-fashioned Anglo-Indians,” he says,
‘who still believe in personal government, a system by which we
gained India, solidified our rule, and made ourselves fairly accept-
able to the people whom we govern.” He believed that the ‘machine-
like system’ which the House of Commons (which has ‘to answer
for much’, for ‘no Indian administration is safe from the interference
of theorists’) had introduced, was blighting in its effect on Oriental
races. ‘I have always striven to be a reformer, but a reformer building
on the solid foundations that we already find everywhere in India.’
He strove hard, as he says, for years to ‘hold the floods back from
the little State of Manipur’ and preserve it intact, while doing all
he could to introduce reforms. ‘Now the floods have overwhelmed
it, and if it rises again above them it will not be the Manipur that
I knew and loved.’

It is usually said that British administrators were mainly concerned
to isolate the tribal areas of India and were totally uninterested in
schemes of development. That this is not entirely true is seen in the
lives of Francis Jenkins, Moffatt Mills and Johnstone himself. In
Keonjhar, Johnstone formed a valuable herd of sixty cows and
several young bulls. He made experiments in rice and flax cultivation.
He ‘clothed two thousand naked savages’. He was very successful



10 THE NAGAS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

in establishing schools, where 900 children received a rudimentary
education. Later, when he was on leave in England, he sent direc-
tions that the increase of his herd of cattle should be distributed
gratis among the people. Further, as his biographer observed, ‘he
was too good a classic not to remember the Roman method of con-
quering and subduing a province’ and as far as funds would permit
he opened up roads and cleared away jungle. ‘Manipur, to which
Colonel Johnstone was appointed in 1877, was called by one of the
Indian secretaries the Cinderella among political agencies. *“ They'll
never,” he said, ‘“get a good man to take it.”” ‘“Well,” was the
reply, “a good man has taken it now.”’



DARK-COLOURED MOUNTAIN SCENERY
H. H. Godwin-Austen, Report on Survey Operations, 1872-3, p.82)

No PART OF THE BURRAIL is more beautiful than that between
Kigwema and Sopvomah, looking up the lateral glacial gorges with
their frowning, steep sides, running up to the crest of the Burrail,
which is for the greater part a wall of grey rock and precipice.
Dense forest covers the slopes, but from their steepness many parts
are bare, breaking the usual monotony of the dark-coloured mount-
ain scenery. Where the steep rise in the slope commences, the spurs
are at once more level, and are terraced for rice cultivation; not a
square yard of available land has been left, and the system of
irrigation canals is well laid out. I have never, even in the better-
cultivated parts of the Himalayas, seen terrace cultivation carried
to such perfection, and it gives a peculiarly civilized appearance to
the country. The rice raised is exceedingly fine and very nourishing,
containing much sugar and gluten ; it appears coarse when compared
with the table rice of Assam and Manipur, but we always preferred
it to the latter, and it can be cleaned to boil quite white. While on
the subject of rice, I may mention that the kind grown by the Kukis
is remarkably fine and nutritious, no doubt due to their system of
joom cultivation, the crop being taken year after year off virgin soil.
The Naga rice owes its fineness to the natural richness of the de-
composed clay shales, but they also manure at the time of breaking
up the soil and before the first water is let in upon the fields. The
rice is sown in nurseries and planted out just before the rains. In
April these nurseries were just up, and the water was being run into
the terraces. A great deal of other cultivation is carried on upon the
hill slopes, dependent on the natural rain-fall, and jooming is also
adopted ; this is the sole method practised by the Nagas living on
the outermost slopes upon the north.
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2

VERY WILD AND BEAUTIFUL
(Mrs E. S. Grimwood, My Three Years in Manipur, 1891, pp. 89-92)

THE SCENERY ON THE ROAD between Kohima and Manipur is magni-
ficent. Some of the hills run as high as nine thousand feet, and yet
until you are within three days’ journey of Kohima the road is
almost level, winding in and out along a narrow valley. Forests
of oak abound the whole way, and in the cold weather the trees
lose their foliage, making it look very English-like and wintry.
Sometimes you find yourself riding along a narrow path which
skirts round the side of a steep hill, while below you is the river,
clear and blue and deep, with an occasional rapid disturbing the
calm serenity of its flow. The hills around are studded with villages,
and peopled by various tribes. The Nagas in the immediate vicinity
of Kohima are perhaps a finer race than any hillmen to be found in
Assam. They are called Ungamis, and are very fine men, most of
them six feet high at least, broad shouldered, and powerfully built.
Their dress is curious, and quite different to any of the Nagas about
Manipur. It consists of a kind of very short kilt made of coarse
black cloth, trimmed with three or four rows of shells like cowries.
In old days, before Kohima was as settled and quiet as it is in these
days, these rows of shells are said to have borne a meaning—a
man who had never taken a human head was not allowed to sew
them on to his kilt. For every head taken they affixed so many
cowries, five or six at a time, as the case might be, and a warrior
with three rows on his kilt was considered a great gun indeed.
The Mao Nagas were Ungamis, and used to be rather a handful
for the Manipuris to manage. They were always getting up feuds
with the villagers over the border, and the Manipuris were very
often afraid of hauling them over the coals for it, for fear of getting
the worst of the fray. We stayed two days at Kohima on our way to
Jorehat, and travelled after leaving there through the Namba forest
to the next station, called Golaghat. We took eight days to do this
bit of our journey, as the weather was delicious, and we wanted to
make the most of our time on the road, being in no hurry to arrive
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at our destination. This Namba forest covers an enormous area.
It extends hundreds of miles each side of the road, which is con-
structed right through the middle of it. The scenery is wonderful.
High forest jungle rises each side of you as you ride along. Here
and there you come across a river, whose sandy banks show the
footprints of many a wild beast. Bears, tigers, leopards, and ele-
phants swarm in the jungle around, but one seldom sees anything
more exciting than a harmless deer browsing by the wayside, or a
troop of long-tailed monkeys crossing the road. It is all very wild
and beautiful, and when we eventually came to the end of our eight
days’ march through the Namba, and reached cultivated regions
once more, we were quite sorry.

WEATHER IN THE NAGA HILLS

(H. H. Godwin-Austen, Report on the Survey Operations in the
Naga Hills and Munipur during the Field Season, 1872-3, p. 75)

AFTER A HEAVY FALL OF SLEET AND SNOW on the night of the 9th
January, there was a sign of a break in the weather, and it was clear-
ing fast, when early next morning I reached the summit. By working
very hard, the Khasis and Goorkha Kalasis cleared the way to Paona
through the forest, and that station could be well seen by the evening,.
Mr Ogle’s marks were also up. The fine peak we had just seen the
apex of from Kadinba H. S. came into view the last thing about
sunset, then a fine snow-capped cone (since found to be 12,600 feet
high), the highest yet observed south of the Brahmaputra. It was too
late that day to commence observing, but much work was done on
plane-table. On the 10th January, all the angles, vertical and hori-
zontal, were observed; it was punishing work, for the wind blew
very cold, and at times my hands were powerless to clamp or
unclamp the instrument. During the previous bad weather, the
moisture-laden clouds meeting the cold air of the ridge, precipitated
their moisture in hoar frost on the trees, which were covered with
ice spicules two inches in length having a beautiful effect; when a
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gleam of sunshine broke out, and as the clouds now and then cleared,
the whole range appeared as if covered with snow. True flakes of
snow seldom fell, but heavy falls of sleet occurred several times,
leaving the ground quite white.

The view from Japvo was superb, one of the finest I have ever
seen. On the north, over the valley of the Brahmaputra, covered
with a pall of white sea-like fog, out of which at 100 miles distant
rose the snowy peaks of the Western Bhutan Himalaya. East, over
the gradually ascending main range, beautifully broken into well-
marked peaks, all over 11,000. The main ridges trending to the north,
and ending in the low intricate hills, upon the plain of Assam near
Nazirah. To the south, a low depression in the mass of the hills
allowed a portion of the valley of Munipur to be seen with the
higher hills beyond in the Kamhow Kuki country. On the south-
east, the peak of Japvo falls almost perpendicularly into the valley
below 4,000 feet, and the eye follows this lateral valley to its junction
with the Zullo, the large Naga villages showing clear on all the
commanding points of the many spurs thrown off from the Burrail.

A BOTANIST’S VISIT IN 1844

(J. W. Masters,! ‘Botanical Observations made . . . while passing

over the portion of the first ranges of the Naga Hills, lying between

the Dikho and Dhunsiri Rivers’, J.4.5.B., 1844, Vol. XIII, Pt. II,
pp. 707-10)

THE FLORA OF THIS PORTION OF THE HILLS resembles, in a great
measure, that of the more elevated parts of the plains, especially,
as along the uncultivated banks of rivers, and by the numerous
little streamlets that wind through the forests, we find forms similar
to those found in the ravines between the hills, while on the little
hillocks near the foot of the first range, and on the broken ground

1 Masters was at one time ‘Head Gardener’ of the Hon’ble Company’s
Botanic Garden at Calcutta.
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called khorkunee, we meet with many plants that are common to
the slopes. Still I met with many plants which I have never seen in
the plains and some of those which I have seen down here, are

evidently not at home.
The Naga Bhe, Gordonia integrefolia, Roxb., is often seen in the

plains, but on the hills it is much more common, and grows to a
larger tree. I met with it in abundance on every hill.

The little ornamental flowering shrubs called by the natives Photiki
and Phootkola, (different species of Melastomae,) in the deep ravines
with hills of 3,000 feet of elevation on each side, assume the character
of small trees, with stems from eight to twelve feet high, and three
or four inches in diameter. As our route lay for the most part
through ground which had lately been under cultivation I did not
meet with so large a number of species as I had previously calculated
upon. Could I remain with safety on these hills for three or four years,
I doubt not but I should reap a good harvest, but hurrying over
them in the manner we were compelled to do, very little could be
done in examining the Flora. I presume it would occupy an experi-
enced Botanist 10 years to explore the whole of the Naga Hills,
from the Booreedihing to the Dhunsiri, in a satisfactory manner;
none of them having been hitherto visited by any Botanist.

Leaving the banks of the Dikho on the 27th of January at the
spot where in 1840 I collected some of the Namsang coal, and where
Mr Landers subsequently collected a larger quantity on the part of
Government, we ascended the hills, passing over undulated ground
and low hills of various elevations. Arriving in the neighbourhood
of the coal measures, we passed up the bed of a very rugged water-
course, which though nearly dry now, must in the rains pour down
its torrents with a frightful velocity. Passing on to near the summit
of the hill, we encamped in a forest of bamboos, a little below the
village of Namsang.

While rising the hill, I observed the following plants: Mesua
ferrea, Careya arborea, Ficus elastica, F. Scabrella, F. species?
Dillenia  speciosa, Chaulmoogra odorata, Emblica officinalis,
Artocarpus integrifolius, A. Chaplasha, Xanthochymus pictorius,
Liristoma assamica, Guarea binectarifera, Calumus hostilis, Gold-
fussia two species, Pladera, a most delicate interesting species; and
in the village, on the very summit of the sandstone rock, 2,153 feet
above the level of the sea, Beaumontia grandifiora, and the common
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dwarf elder. All the Naga villages are built on the very summit of
the particular hills on which they are situated, and this village of
Namsang is situated on the highest point of the Namsang Purbut;
it is thickly studded with houses and crowded with inhabitants,
having pigs and fowls in abundance. The men appeared remarkably
active and healthy, but the women and children (especially those
who are necessarily more confined to the crowded village), appear
pale and sickly.

In the villages and the inhabitants, I observed comparatively but
little difference, save that from Namsang to Samsa, the houses are
all large, high pitched, and more or less supported by bamboo
frame-work; while from Mickelai to Nowgong, the sites of the
villages not being so rocky, the houses are all low pitched, and seldom
supported by bamboo frame-work. All the houses are roomy,
strongly built, well, and often very neatly, thatched. The granaries,
which are generally situated in a detached part of the village, are
all supported by bamboo frame-work.

As the villages are all on the summit of the hills, where the naked
rocks frequently rise above the surface, there is very little spare
ground for gardens or cultivation of any kind in the villages; but
on every little spot on which a few inches of soil is found, attempts
are made at gardening. In these we found onions, mustard, tobacco,
sunn, and a few stocks of sugar-cane. I found the mango tree in
almost every village, and some immensely large trees, as large as
are generally found in Bengal; besides these, a few plants of the
guava, peach, and plantain, with Tagetes patula, or the French
marigold.

The cultivation of rice, millet, kuchoo, (arum) pumpkins, ginger,
capsicums, cotton and rom is carried on at a distance from the
village, on the slopes of the hills. It appears to be the practice of the
Nagas to cut down heavy tree jungle, burn the trees and scatter
the ashes over the ground, to cultivate this ground for two years,
and then abandon it for ten years. Often I believe it is under culti-
vation only one year, and then abandoned for eight or ten, and this
method agrees with the habits of the Nagas. With the implements
they use, and the nature of the soil, the rapidity with which a body
of Nagas will clear a large extent of dense forest is astonishing, and
as they use no other implement but the da, they are ill prepared
for digging. This single implement, the da, serves the Nagas to fell
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the forest, to dig the ground for his rice, to cut the food for his dinner,
and to take off the heads of his enemies. The ground being prepared,
the women put the rice and other grain in with a dibble. After
the Naga has cultivated a piece of ground two years, and often one
year only, he finds it so full of weeds, especially of the compositae
and labiatae families, that it is not worth his while to sow it again
and he clears fresh jungle accordingly. The ground which I saw under
cultivation two years ago, is now completely overrun with weeds
and grass, and fresh jungle has been cleared in the neighbourhood
for this year’s crop. In the neighbourhood of Nangta, Kangsing
and Nowgong, large tracts of ground were cleared ready for culti-
vation this season; some portions sown,

The village of Kangsing is pleasantly situated on the summit of
a rock, at an elevation of 2,568 feet above the level of the sea, and
commanding a fine view of the surrounding country. The houses
were neatly thatched with different kinds of palm leaves. The leaves
most generally used by the Nagas for thatching are toko pat, Levi-
stonia Assamica; jengoo-pat, Calamus hostilis; koosi-pat, Melica
latifolia and Dr Wallich’s palm, or Wallichia caryotoides; the
different kinds are often fancifully intermingled, and bound on with
a neat ridge of grass at the top.

At the village of Asimgia is a fine plant of the sangoch, or Caryota
urens, one or two of these are generally met with in each village,
as the soft hair in the sheaths of the leaves is used both by Nagas
and Assamese for tinder.

5
GEOLOGY AND NATURAL HISTORY

(John Butler, ‘Rough Notes on the Angami Nagas’, J.4.S.B.,
1875, Vol. XLI1V, No. 1V, pp. 329-32)

As REGARDS THE GEOLOGY AND PHYSICAL ASPECT of the country
occupied by the Angamis and their neighbours, I cannot do better

than quote from a report from the talented pen of my friend Major
Godwin-Austen who states as follows:

‘The dead level portion of the Dhansiri valley comes to an
end a few miles to the west of Dimapur, and at a very short
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distance towards Samaguting. The surface gradually rises over
the broad conglomerate deposits, swept down out of the gorges
of mountain streams like the Diphu-pani. The first line of hills
rises abruptly to 2,000 feet with a strike with the strata north-
east and south-west, dipping south-east towards the main range
at about 30° on the crest, the dip increasing rapidly northwards
until nearly perpendicular at the very base, probably marking a
great uninclinal bend in the rocks. These consist of sandstones,
very thickly bedded in the upper portion, of red and ochre colour,
interstratified with thinner beds of an indurated light coloured
clay, nodules of which are very numerous and conspicuous in
some of the soft sandstones. In exposed sections, such as that
near the new tank at Samaguting, the strata are seen to be closely
faulted in direction of the strike, the up-throw never exceeding a
few feet. These beds I should refer to the Siwalik series. No
mammalian remains have as yet been found in the neighbourhood.
Nowhere is a better and more comprehensive view obtained of
the broad alluvial valley of the Dhansiri and its great forest
than from Samaguting. Mile beyond mile of this dark forest
stretches away and is lost in the distant haze. During the cold
weather this is, usually in the early morning, covered with a
dense woolly fog, which about 10 o’clock begins to roll up from
the Brahmaputra against the northern slope of the Barrail, and
often hangs over Samaguting and all the outer belt of hills late
into the afternoon, when the increasing cold dissipates it. The
sandstone ridge, on which Samaguting is situated, runs parallel
with the Barrail at a distance of 15 to 16 miles, measured from
crest to crest. The Barrail rises very suddenly on its northern face,
and the intervening country for a breadth of 8 miles is very low,
forming a miniature dhun. This intermediate depression continues
westward for many miles: the outer range marked by the hills
of Phegi and Laikek. It terminates to the eastward on the Kadiuba
spur, thrown off from the high north-east extremity of the Barrail,
and this spur coincides with the great east upthrow of the Sub-
Himalayan rocks composing the highest part of that range, and
this I believe is a great north-north-west—south-south-east
dislocation in the mountain mass, marked by the course and
gorge of the Zubja. This dislocation is, I think, also intimately
connected with the change in direction of the main axis of
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elevation, which has thrown the line of main water-shed away to
the south-east from its normal south-west—north-east direction,
which it assumes at Asalu. The dip of these tertiary rocks of the
Barrail is steadily to the south-eastward throughout the whole
distance, but it gradually changes round to due west, the beds
on the highest part, Japvo, turning up at an angle of 35° west.
These higher beds are fine slightly micaceous, ochre grey sand-
stone, very massive and weathering pinkish grey. From this the
elevated out-crop of these sandstones tends to south, and is
continuous south of the Barak in that direction right away into
Manipur, conforming with the change in the strike of all the ridges,
the parallelism of which is such a conspicuous feature of the
physical geography. To the north-north-west the great change in
this mountain system is marked by the broad re-entering arm
of the Dhansiri, and the sudden appearance of the granitic series
in force in the Mikir and Rengma Naga Hills, seen in the bed of
the Nambor, and which becomes the principal feature eastward
as far as the Garo Hills. Extensive and thick-bedded deposits of
clay and conglomerate and seen in the Samaguting dhun, forming
broad plateau-capped spurs. 1 had no time to examine these
closely. They appeared to be nearly horizontal, and may belong
to the highest beds of the Siwalik formation or the remains of
deposits formed prior to the cutting through of the Diphu-pani
gorge. Analogous deposits to the last occur in the North-West
and Panjab Himalaya. At the base of the Barrail, proceeding to
the depression at the sources of the Zullo and Sijjo, the Sub-
Himalayan rocks pass downwards into thin-bedded sandy shales,
with a steady westerly underlie. Whether the lowest beds represent
nummulitic or even cretaceous rocks, it is impossible to say. The
thickness is very great, at least 3,000 feet; they rest on an older
series of rocks with a totally different lithological aspect. There
is uncomformability not always apparent, for they partake of a
general westerly dip. The strong-bedded younger rocks are but
little disturbed, and on the east of the Sijjo come in again at
Telligo, nearly horizontal with a slight dip to east on the main
ridge towards Kopamedza, marking an anticlinal axis; their
horizon is however lower. The older beds on the contrary are
much crushed, and change their dip and strike very frequently,
the result of prior disturbance. They are composed of clay slates
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and very dark blue, friable shales, alternating with others of pale
ochrey tint. They are saliferous, and reins of milky quartz are
occasionally seen. Several salt springs occur near the bottom of
the Zullo valley, under Viswemah, where the Nagas evaporate
the water to obtain it. A warm mineral spring also occurs here.
Evidence of past glacial action is very marked on the north-east
side of the Barrail, where its elevation is close under 10,000 feet.
Small moraines project beyond the gorges of the lateral valley.
These moraines originally consisted of much earthy matter due
to the soft sandstones out of which they are derived. This and
long surface weathering has led to their being well cultivated and
terraced, but the original lines of larger angular blocks are still
apparent. Through these moraines the present streams have cut
their channels down to the solid rock, leaving the slopes at an
angle of 45°, out of which project great masses of the subangular
sandstones. The thickness of the moraine at Kigwema is quite
300 feet at the terminal slope, and the length of the former glacier
would have been four miles to the crest of range at Japvo. At the
head of the Zullo, traces of this former state of things are shown
by the even height at which large transported blocks of the
tertiary sandstones lie up against the sides of the ravine, resting
on patches of rubble. No part of the Barrail is more beautiful
than that between Kigwema and Sopvoma, looking up the lateral
glacial gorges, with their frowning steep sides running up to the
crest of the Barrail, which is for the greater part a wall of grey
rock and precipice. Dense forest covers the slopes, but from their
steepness many parts are bare, breaking the monotony of this
dark-coloured mountain scenery. Where the steep rise in the slope
commences, the spurs are at once more level and are terraced for
rice cultivation; not a square yard of available land has been
left, and the system of irrigation canals is well laid out. I have
never, even in the better cultivated parts of the Himalayas, seen
terrace cultivation carried to such perfection, and it gives a
peculiarly civilized appearance to the country.’

The Botany of the Naga Hills has still to be described, but this is
a speciality only to be undertaken by an expert, to which title, I
regret, I am unable to lay any claim whatever. I must therefore
content myself with observing that oak, fir, birch, larch, apple, and
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apricot, are all to be found here, besides numerous other trees com-
mon to Asam. Of orchids there is a very great variety indeed.
Indigenous tea is found growing all along the low northern slopes
at the foot of the Barrail. Among the jungle products I may mention
bees-wax, India-rubber, tea, seed, and several fibres, besides red,
yellow, blue, and black dyes.

As with the Botany, so with the Natural History, we require men
who have devoted their lives to its study, to do the subject justice.
1 will therefore not attempt to do more than furnish the following
list of some of the chief among the wild animals that I am personally
aware are all to be found in the tract in question.

1. Elephant — Elephas Indicus. These animals swarm throughout the
Dhansiri valley, and are found all along the low ranges of the Barrail,
but are rare in the high Angami country.

2. Rhinoceros — Rhinocerus Indicus. " These two animals are rare, and are

}only to be met with in the Dhansiri

3. Wild Buffalo — Bubalus Arni. valley.

4. Mithan — Gaveus frontalis. These affect the forest-clad shades of the

lower hills.

Tiger — Felis Tigris

Leopard — Pardus. The black and clouded species of Leopard are also

occasionally met with,

Hill Black Bear — Ursus tibetanus

Indian Black Bear — Ursus labiatus

Badger — Arcronyx collaris

Wild Boar — Sus Indicus

11. Sambar Deer — Rusa Aristotelis

12. Barking Deer — Cervulus Aureus

13. Gooral — Nemorhaedus goral

14. Civel Cat — Viverra Ziberha

15. Tiger Cat — Felis Marmorata

16. Common Wild Cat — Felis Chaus

17. Pangolin — Manis pentadactyla

18. Porcupine — Hystrix leucura

19. Hoolook — Hylobates Hoolook

20. Langur or Hanuman — Presbvtis Schistaceus

21. Common Monkey — Innus Rhesus

22, Otter — Lutra vulgaris

23, Bamboo Rat — Rhizomy's badius

24, Common Brown Rat — Mus decumanus

25. Black Rat — Mus Rattus

26. Black Hill Squirrel — Sciurus macruroides

27. Common Striped Squirrel — Sciurus palmarum

28. Grey Flying Squirrel — Scinropterus fimbriatus

o »
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29. Brown Flying Squirrel — Pteromys petaurista

Among Game Birds I would mention the following:

1. Peacock — Pavo assamicus (very rare and only in the plains)
2. Deo Derrick Pheasant — Polyplectron tibetanum. Very numerous in the
plains, valleys, and low hills, but only where there is dense forest.

Derrick Pheasant — Gallophasis Horsfieldii

4. Argus Pheasant — Ceriornis Blythii (very rare and only on the Barrail
Mountains at high elevations)

5. Jungle Fowl — Gallus Bankiva (7)

6. Hill Partridge — Arboricola rufogularis

w

ROUND DIMAPUR

(E. R. Grange, ‘Extracts from the Journal of an Expedition into the
Naga Hills’, J.A.S.B., 1840, Vol. IX, pp. 953-8)

NO GRAIN HAVING ARRIVED TILL THE 13TH, I was unable to move
forward; when thirteen maunds having accumulated, I proceeded
with half of the Shan Detachment (leaving the remainder to follow
when more grain came up, as I expected its arrival every moment)
to Dhemapore Nugger to which place I had requested Tularam Raja
to cut a road, having heard of the existence of the ruins of an old
Cacharee fort on the Dhunsiri on my return last year, which nobody
(with exception perhaps of one or two very old Cacharees belonging
to Tularam) had seen. Crossing the Jumonah a mile or two distant
from Mohong, we reached the Dhealow river, on which sheds had
been erected for us, and were obliged to encamp, as I was told the
second sheds were too far for us to reach that day, having started
late, from the non-arrival of the coolies. The Dhealow is about ten
or fifteen yards broad, and like most hill streams, shallow. The path
was excellent, over a slightly undulating country; we passed a few
clearances which had been deserted several years back, on account
of the Naga feuds ; the distance to this is about six miles ; the appear-
ance of the country wavy, with small rich alluvial plains at intervals.
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14th.—Passed through the same description of country as yester-
day, and was obliged to encamp at the second sheds, eight miles
distant, on the Pikrong Deesa, the distance including our present
march from this to Dhemapore, being too great for the coolies.

15th.—Passing over a small plain and some wavy ground, we
found the path excellent till we reached the Looree, a small river,
in the bed of which our route lay for three or four miles to within a
league of Dhemapore; when we left it, and got upon some high
country, which led us to the fine bund road skirting the walls of the
ancient city. I was very much astonished to find so fine an old place,
totally lost sight of by the Cacharees themselves, an oral tradition
of which was merely in existence; but they attribute it to the fear
they have always felt of going into these forests, which since the
desertion of the place, have been overrun by wild beasts, and
frequented only by plundering Nagas.

The remains of Dhemapore Nugger consist of some pillars of
various patterns, a gateway, the ruined tower, or palace wall, and
a small fort to the north, besides tanks both within and without the
walls. The fortification is surrounded on three sides by a dry ditch,
of about thirty feet broad, a bund, or camp, and a second ditch.
The gateway is in a tolerable state of preservation, but the inner
passage, or guard room, has given way, and lies a heap of ruins, on
which the Nagaser and other trees grow. The pillars are in three
parallel rows, two of which are of a circular form, and one square;
there are ten in each row of the former, and twenty in the single
row of the latter; many of them have been split asunder by trees
falling on them, and shrubs growing from out of them; in one spot
a large banian tree has entwined its roots over a fallen one; some
of them have been worn smooth by the wild animals (elephants,
rhinoceroses, hogs, &c.) rubbing themselves against them. One of
the pillars appears as if it had been an instrument for the punish-
ment of criminals. It resembles two long square pillars joined at the
base, and gradually increasing in distance from each other, from
two inches at the bottom, to several feet at the top. The form of the
town, or palace enclosure, is an oblong square, lengthways facing
the river, which is about 200 yards off. It was built by Chokradoz,
4th Rajah of Cachar, but long subsequent to the erection of Ghergong
in the Jorhat district, the first residence of the Cachar Rajahs. It is
stated that after being driven from Ghergong by the Assamese,
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Chokradoz settled on the Dhunsiri river, and built Dhemapore, but
hearing of the approach of a famous Hindoostanee warrior, called
Kala Par, who had been converted from the Brahmin caste to the
Mahomedan faith, and had become a great destroyer of Hindoo
images, he fled with the image of the tutelar god of the house of
Cachar to Myhong, in the hills, where he built a fort. Kala Par not
finding his foe, pillaged the place, and withdrew to his country. On
his retirement the Ahoms, or Assamese, came to take possession of
Dhemapore, but Chokradoz not fearing his new enemy came down
from his retreat in the hills, and meeting an Ahom Phokun, inquired
of him the reason of the Ahomean invasion, to which the Phokun
replied, that they had merely come to look at the country, and that
the army had withdrawn, which answer satisfied the Rajah; when
however, in fancied security he and his people laid aside their arms
and proceeded to encamp and cook, they were attacked by the
Assamese who had been laying in ambush, and not being ready to
receive their treacherous foe, were put to immediate flight. The
Rajah, with the remainder of his men, succeeded in effecting his
escape to Myhong, where he remained, and Dhemapore was
deserted. He died at Myhong, as did several of his successors, and
the court was afterwards removed to Kaspore in the plains. The
country round Dhemapore has all the appearance of having been
at a prior period well populated. On the right bank of the river are
three large tanks, two of which were excavated by the Rajah and
Ranee; they are twenty cubits deep, and with the exception of a
break in one or two places in their banks, are quite perfect, and
hardly a weed is to be seen on their surfaces; they abound with fish.
The banks are heavily wooded, and I found several kinds of citron
growing on them. The wild elephants and rhinoceroses had taken
up their abode upon them, and use the tanks as their baths. The
whole country in the vicinity is covered with forest, containing very
fine timber of the following descriptions—Cham, Tetachapa,
Ghunsiri, Rata, Toon, Awal, Hullok, and Nagaser. I am informed
by Tularam and others, that the Nagas west of the Doyang river
derive their origin from an union of the Cacharee and Naga tribes,
and that in former days the Nagas were far away beyond the
Doyang river. The Nagas themselves acknowledge an origin from
the Cacharee tribe, and on that account they used not to decapitate
the Cacharee prisoners they made, to obtain ransom which they
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invariably did with the Nagas that fell into their hands. Their unusual
custom of not acknowledging any regular chief amongst themselves,
tends greatly to confirm that statement, as the Lotah, Nimsang, and
other Nagas on the east of the Doyang river, I am informed, have
regular chiefs, besides a chief over a number of villages. The scanti-
ness of the present Cacharee population may therefore be accounted
for by their having been partly absorbed in the surrounding tribes,
and their emigrations to all parts of Assam.

The Cacharees attribute the desolation of their country to (what
they call) their innocence and simplicity of character, and the
superior cunning of the Ahoms, of whose magic powers they have
many traditional stories; certain it is, that Dhemapore must have
been the seat of a considerable population in former days.

The appearance of the lands about are of the richest description,
and they have been much extolled by all persons who have seen
them. The country is high, and not liable to be inundated by any
rise of the river, with undulations and small hillocks at different
places; there are a few marshes and low lands on the banks of the
river, which are very rich, and well adapted to low land crops; but
the products most likely to be suited to the higher growers are tea,
coffee, sugar, tobacco, cotton, wheat, &c., and all kinds of vege-
tables. There are a great number of animals of all descriptions about
Dhemapore, and those that came under my observation, were the
elephant, rhinoceros, tiger, buffalo, hog, and deer; there is also a
great number of birds of many varieties of plumage, and several
kinds of lizards.

There is a Mora Dhunsiri a short way to the south-east, along
which we discovered by the cut twigs a wild animal’s track, used
by the Nagas, leading from Sumboogoding towards Tokophen, by
which it is evident that they have hitherto been in the habit of
communicating with that village, and no doubt have been one of the
parties engaged in annoying the Rengma Nagas. The latter complain
both of the Lotahs and Dewansas, but more particularly of the
former, whom they call Chokannew, and the latter Choquennew.
The Dhunsiri river contains gold of a dark colour. I succeeded in
procuring a few grains, through means of a gold-washer I took up
with me, but the quantity procured held out but little inducement
for him to continue washing on his own account. The depth of the
river was not sufficient in the cold season to admit of canoes reaching
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Dhemapore, though no doubt they can do so at other seasons of
the year. The breadth of the river within its banks up there is 160
feet. There are many deep holes in different parts of it, which contain
many descriptions of very fine fish, and the Cacharees kill great
numbers of them with a poisoning creeper they call ‘Deo Bih’,
which they bruise and wash in the waters.

SAMAGUDTING!

(J. Johnstone, My Experiences in Manipur and the Naga Hills, 1896,
pp. 12-21)

MY FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF SAMAGUDTING, were anything but favour-
able. It was eminently a ‘make-shift place’. It had been occupied by
us as a small outpost, from time to time, between 1846 and 1851,
but it was never fit for a permanent post of more than twenty-five
men, as the water supply was bad, there being no springs, and only
a few water holes which were entirely dependent on the uncertain
rainfall. A small tank had been constructed, but it was 500 feet
below the summit, so that water was sold at an almost prohibitive
rate. All articles of food were scarce, dear and bad, wood was
enormously dear, and to crown all, the place was unhealthy and
constantly enveloped in fog.

Samagudting ought never to have been occupied, and would
not have been, had the Government taken ordinary precautions to
verify the too roseate reports of an officer who wished to see it
adopted as the headquarters of a new district, as a speedy road
to promotion, and subsequent transfer to a more favoured appoint-
ment. The report in question which, among other things, mentioned
the existence of springs of water, that existed only in imagination,
having once been accepted by the authorities, and a large expenditure
incurred, it became a very invidious task for future Political Agents

1 Samagudting was the headquarters of Government in the Naga Hills from
1848 to 1877, when it was transferred to Kohima.
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to unmask the affair, and proclaim the extreme unsuitability of
Samagudting for a station.

Many other good and healthy sites were available, and T believe
that our dealings with the Nagas were greatly retarded, by the
adoption of such an unsuitable post. As it was, having made our
road over the hill, it was necessary to climb an ascent of over two
thousand feet, and an equal descent, before entering the really
important portion of the Angami Naga country. I at once saw that
the right entrance lay by the Diphoo Panee Gorge, and I recom-
mended its adoption. I began to make this road during the Naga
Hills Campaign of 1879-80, and it has since been regularly used.

Having said all that there was to say against Samagudting, it is
only fair to mention its good points. First, though never so cold in
the winter, as the plains, the temperature was never so high in the
hot and rainy seasons; and when the weather was fine, it was very
enjoyable. The views from the hill were magnificent. To the south,
the Burrail range, from which a broad and undulating valley divided
us. To the west, a long stretch of hills and forests. To the east, the
valley of the Dunseree, bordered by the Rengma and Lotah Naga
hills, a vast forest, stretching as far as the eye could reach, with
here and there a large patch of high grass land, one of which many
miles in extent, was the Rengma Putha, a grand elephant catching
ground in old times, where many a noble elephant became a victim
to the untiring energy of the Bengali elephant phandaits or noosers,
from the Morung. To the north, the view extended over a pathless
forest, the first break being the Doboka Hills. Behind these, a long
bank of mist showed the line of the Burrhampooter, while on clear
days in the cold weather, we might see the dark line of the Bhootan
Hills, with the snowy peaks of the Himalayas towering above them.
Altogether, it was a sight once seen, never to be forgotten.

There was a footpath all round the hill, which, after a little
alteration of level here and there, and a little repairing, where land-
slips had made it unsafe, was delightful for a morning or evening
walk or ride. As my wife was fond of botany, she found a subject of
never-ending interest in the many wild flowers, ferns, and climbing
plants, and soon grew accustomed to riding along the edge of a
dizzy precipice.

Our private establishment consisted of ten or twelve servants in
all, including a girl ofthe Kuki tribe, named Bykoout, who assisted
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the ayah: a very small establishment for India. Servants in Assam
are bad and difficult to keep. Most of mine were imported, but,
with the exception of my two faithful Bhooyas, Seewa and Keptie,
and a syce (groom), by name Peewa, they were all soon corrupted,
though some had been with me for years. Seewa once said to me,
‘The influence here is so bad, that we too shall be corrupted if we
stay long’. Seewa was quite a character. One day I got a letter from
one of his relations, asking me to tell him that his wife was dead.
I remembered her well; it was a love match, and she had run away
with him. I feared it would be such a blow, that I felt quite nervous
about telling him, and put it off till the evening, when, with a
faltering voice, I broke the news as gently as I could. Instead of the
outburst of grief I had looked for, he quietly asked, ‘What did she
die of 7’ I said, ‘Fever.’ He replied, ‘Oh, yes, I thought it must be
that. Will you write and see that all her property is made over to
my brother, otherwise some of her people may steal it?’

The state of things at Samagudting was very discouraging. I
resented seeing the Government and the establishment being
charged famine prices for everything, by the Nagas and Khyahs;
also the general squalor which prevailed, and which I felt need not
exist. It was the inheritance of the hand-to-mouth system in which
everything had been commenced in early days. However, my wife
set me an example of cheerfulness, and I made up my mind to
remedy all the evils I could. First, the supply system was attacked,
and I made arrangements with some old Khyah friends at Golaghat,
to send up large supplies of rice and other kinds of food, and as the
season advanced, I encouraged such of the military police as could
be spared to take up land at Dimapur, and cultivate. For ourselves,
I bought two cows at Borpathar, and established them at Nichu
Guard, whence my gardener brought up the milk every day. In a
short time we were more comfortable than could have been expected,
and there was the additional satisfaction of seeing that the arrange-
ments for cheaper food for the establishment proved successful.
Water was the standing difficulty; we had to depend upon the
caprice of the Naga water-carriers, and frequently my wife’s bath,
filled ready for the next morning, had to be emptied in the evening
to provide water for cooking our evening meal! Sometimes I got
clean water for drinking from the Diphoo Panee, otherwise what
we had was as if it had been taken from a dirty puddle. The want



THE COUNTRY OF THE NAGAS 29

of water prevented our having a garden near our house; we had a
few hardy flowers, including the shoe-flower—a kind of hibiscus—
roses, and passion-flower. Such vegetable-garden as we had was at
Nichu Guard, where the soil was good, and water plentiful.

Our house was watertight, and that was the best that could be
said for it. It was thatched, with walls of split bamboos and
strengthened by wooden posts; there were no glass windows, and
the doors and shutters were of split bamboo tied together ; the mud
floor was also covered with thin split bamboos, and had to be swept
constantly, as the dust worked through. We had one sitting-room,
a bed-room, bath-room, pantry, and store-room, the latter full of
rats. Snakes occasionally visited us, and a day or two after we had
settled in, a cat rushed in while we were at breakfast, jumped on
my knee and took away the meat from my plate, and bit and
scratched me when I tried to catch her. My dressing-room was the
shade of a tree outside, where I bathed Anglo-Indian camp fashion,
substituting a large hollow bamboo for the usual mussuk, or skin of
water.

We arrived at Samagudting on January 23rd, 1874, and by the
beginning of February felt quite old residents; hill-walking no
longer tired me, and we had made acquaintance with all the Nagas
of the village, and of many others, and were on quite friendly terms
with ‘Jatsole’, the chief of Samagudting a shrewd far-seeing man,
with great force of character.

I have mentioned the Burrail range, and the valley separating us.
Besides Samagudting there were two other villages on our side,
Sitekima, on the opposite bank of the Diphoo Panee Gorge, and
Tesephima, on outlying spurs of Samagudting. I say Samagudting,
as it has become the common appellation, but correctly speaking it
should be Chumookodima.

On the side of the Burrail facing us, were villages belonging to a
tribe we call Kutcha Nagas, a race inferior in fighting power to the
Angamis, but not unlike them in appearance, though of inferior
physique. These villages were formerly inhabited by Cacharees.

On February 4th, I had a letter from Captain Butler, saying that
he would be at Kohima in a day or two, and asking me to meet him
there. He said that three of the police would be a sufficient escort.
I accordingly took three men, and started on the 6th, marching to
Piphima twenty-one miles, and the next morning another twenty-one
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into Kohima, two very hard marches. I was glad to renew my
acquaintance with Butler, whom I had known when he first landed
in India in 1861, and I was in Fort William, studying for my Hindus-
tani examination. He was a fine manly fellow, admirably fitted to
conduct an expedition, where pluck and perseverance were required.
Here I also met Dr Brown, Political Agent of Manipur, and Captain
(now Colonel) Badgley and Lieutenant (now Colonel C. B.) Wood-
thorpe, R.E., of the survey, also Lieutenant (now Major V. C.)
Ridgeway, 44th N.I. I spent a pleasant evening, discussing various
subjects with Captain Butler, and early on the 8th started on my
return journey.

Captain Butler had done the whole forty-two miles into Samagud-
ting in one day, and I determined to attempt it, and succeeded,
though the last 2,000 feet of ascent to my house was rather hard,
tired as I was. My wife did not expect me, but I had arranged to fire
three shots from my rifle as a signal, if I arrived at any time by night;
this I did about 500 feet below my house, and I at once saw lanterns
appear far above me, and in a quarter of an hour, or twenty minutes,
I was at my door. The sound of firing at 9 p.M. created quite a
sensation among the weak-nerved ones on the hill, but it was good
practice for the sentries to be kept on the alert. Ever after, three
shots from a rifle or a revolver, were always my signal when I neared
home, and often in after years were they heard in the dead of night,
when I was thought to be miles away. My wife used to say that it
kept the people in good order, never knowing when to expect me.
I think it did.

Life was never monotonous. I took long walks, after our morning
walk round the hill, to inspect roads and bridges—a very important
work. Then I attended Cutcherry (the court of justice) and heard
cases, often with a loaded revolver in my hand, in case of any wild
savage attempting to dispute my authority; then I finished off
revenue work, of which there was little, and went home, had a cup of
tea, visited hospitals and gaol, if I had not already done so; and
afterwards went for an evening walk with my wife, round the hill
or through the village.

Sometimes duty took me to the plains, and we had a most delight-
ful march to the Nambor hot springs, when I arranged to have a
rest house built at Nowkatta, between Dimapur and Hurreo Jan.
We reached the last place, just after a dreadful catastrophe had
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occurred. The rest house was raised on posts, six feet above the
ground. One night when the man carrying the dak (post) had arrived
from Borpathar, he hung up the letter bag under the house on a peg,
and having had his evening meal, retired to rest in the house with
one or two other travellers. Suddenly a huge tiger rushed up the
steps, sprang through the open door, and seizing one of the sleepers,
bounded off into the forest with him. One of my police who was
there snatched up his rifle, pursued the tiger and fired, making him
drop the man, but life was extinct, and when we arrived, there was
a huge bloodstain on the floor, at least a yard long. Strange to say,
the letter bag was on one occasion carried off by a tiger, but after-
wards recovered, uninjured save by tooth marks. The policeman
was promoted for his gallantry.

The day after leaving Hurreo Jan, we met a party of Rengma Nagas
coming to see me, with some little presents. They were the men who
helped to kill the panther, that wounded me in 1862, and they
brought with them the son of one of their number, who was killed
by the infuriated beast, a fine lad of fifteen; needless to say, that I
rewarded these friendly people, whom I had not seen for twelve
years. We halted a day or two at the springs, as I had to visit Golaghat
on business, and unfortunately missed seeing a herd of wild elephants
caught, a sight I had wished my wife to see. She did see the stockade,
but the elephants had been already taken out.

I do not know a more agreeable place to halt at than the hot
springs in former days. In cold weather before the mosquitoes had
arrived it was perfect rest. A little opening in the tall dark forest, in
the centre some scrub jungle, including fragrant wild lemons and
citrons, with the pool in the midst; a babbling stream flowed all
round the opening, on the other side of which was a high bank. The
bathing was delightful, and could be made quite private for ladies,
by means of a cloth enclosure, well known to the Assamese by the
name of ‘Ar Kap6r’. Then the occasional weird cry of the hoocook
ape, and the gambols of numerous monkeys in the tall trees on the
high bank, gave plenty of interest to the scene, had the general
aspect of the place failed in its attractions.

Soon after our return to headquarters, the survey party arrived
from the interior of the hills, and after a few days’ rest, departed
for their summer quarters. Captain Butler then started for England,
and Mr Needham came in to Samagudting.
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Thus left in charge for a considerable period, I felt justified in
doing more than I should have done, had my stay only been of a
temporary nature, and 1 went most thoroughly into all questions
connected with the hills and their administration. My long experience
in charge of a native state full of wild hill tribes, and my personal
knowledge of many of the Naga and other wild tribes of Assam
(a knowledge that went back as far as 1860), were a great help to
me, as | was consequently not new to the work. The eastern frontier
had always been to my mind the most interesting field of work in
India, and now it was for me to learn all I could.

KOHIMA IN 1874

(R. Brown, Narrative Report of the Progress of the Survey Party,
Naga Hills, Season 1874, pp. 27-9)

FroM 2nd to 7th February (1874), it rained nearly every day, and
the wind was occasionally very high,—altogether very disagreeable
weather and very cold. On the 1st instant, a break having occurred
in the bad weather, advantage was taken of the opportunity to try
and affix a mark which was wanted on the Peak Jaffoo, about 10,000
feet high, the highest peak of the Burrail range. For this purpose
a classie! of the survey and some Nagas were sent off; but returned
on the 4th, having found it impossible to get near the summit on
account of deep snowdrifts. This is the second unsuccessful attempt
at scaling this height this season, and both from the same cause—
snow. A letter was at once sent off to Captain Badgley apprising
him of the failure, as he was waiting for the mark to be put up.

I had several opportunities during Captain Butler’s absence of
looking through the village of Kohima, which is a large one, and
may be taken as typical of an Angami village. Kohima is situated
on the summit of a ridge, about 5,200 feet above the sea, and is of

1 Presumably khalasi, i.e. a manual labourer.— N.K.R.
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4. Tangkhul Nagas

(From J.A.l, Vol. XVI, 1887)
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considerable size, containing upwards of 900 houses. These are
closely packed together, allowing communication, however, in all
parts by numerous lanes, which traverse the village in all directions.
On account, probably, of its great size, it is not carefully defended,
having nothing to fear from its weaker neighbours. Although one
connected village, its small communities and family clans are nume-
rous, many of them being by no means friendly with each other. How
these minute sub-divisions come about among these Naga tribes
I have never found out; but most likely marriage alliances have
most to do with them. As an instance of the possible result of this
division against itself which may occur in a village community, I
may mention that Captain Butler and myself, on the occasion of a
visit paid some years ago to the village of Paplongmai, in the Naga
Hills, found it in the following condition :—One part of the village
was in a state of watchfulness and defence, expecting an attack from
outside friends of another portion of the village which they had
burned. This portion of the village was destroyed and deserted,
and the remainder were quite neutral, and had nothing whatever
to do with the quarrel of their immediate neighbours.

House of the Angami Nagas

The houses of the Angamies are large and well built, gable-ended,
with a verandah in front, in which a good many of the household
duties are performed by the women—spinning, weaving, pounding
rice, &c. The inside is dark and dirty, divided into a larger and a
smaller room; the inner room is the smallest, being the family
room, and usually full of children, fowls, dogs, and pigs; the larger
room is furnished with long benches of planks, cut out of the single
tree. The cows are generally accommodated either inside the house
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or in a small fenced-off portion of the verandah. A detailed account
of the tribe, their habits, &c., need not however be given here, as
they have often been described. A custom which prevails amongst
them was brought to my notice on this occasion, which I was not
acquainted with before. It appears that, on account of a certain
laxity of morals which prevails among them, young unmarried
women not unfrequently have children before they are married:
the invariable rule is to destroy these infants. When the time of
birth approaches, the mother is sent into the jungle by herself, to
be delivered alone. As soon as the child is born, the mother strangles
it with her own hands: it is afterwards buried where it was killed.
This custom also obtains amongst the Maow tribes.

I passed by a barber’s shop in the village one morning. He seemed
to have plenty of clients—all young men, it is presumed, careful of
their appearance. The barbers have razors of a sort, but no scissors;
hair-cutting is therefore with them rather a primitive operation,—
a block of wood being placed underneath the hair, which is chopped
off with a dao. Mr Needham saw one of them being thus operated
on; but instead of the dao a common field kodali was the cutting-
instrument used : this party was probably an amateur, operating on
some friend of his own.

The Nagas are now commencing to till their terrace fields under
the village; and I have been interested to see at least three blind
men, two of them I am certain totally blind, going regularly to the
nearest fields in the morning to cultivate, and returning in the evening
quite unattended, save one, who has a little boy with him, walking
in front but not leading him in any way. It is quite surprising how
quickly and safely these poor men pick their way, stepping out in
quite a confident manner. They have no stick and seem to trust
entirely to the feeling of their feet. In all probability their confidence
and skill may lie in the fact that during all their lives they have most
likely trodden but the one path, and each step has thus become
assured to them. That this is the correct explanation, I satisfied
myself, on seeing one of the above men making his way to the
cook-house a few yards from the path. As soon as he left it his steps
became faltering, and he moved with extreme caution and hesitancy,
feeling each step carefully.

Our camp being pitched close to one of their principal paths
leading to the village, numerous villagers were constantly passing
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to and fro, and we always had in the evening large audiences of the
loafers and youngsters of the village, who never seemed tired of
staring at us. A little knoll above the huts was the favourite halting-
place for the women returning from the fields: in nine cases out of

ten opportunity was here taken to micturate, an operation which
they perform standing.






Chapter 11

THE NAGAS: A GENERAL VIEW






BEFORE DESCRIBING the individual Naga tribes I quote a number of
extracts which give some sort of account of the Nagas as a whole.
In the very early days visitors to the Naga Hills often did not dis-
tinguish the tribes from one another and it is also not easy, owing
to the confusion about the names of villages, to be quite sure what
area they are talking about.

My first extract is from R. B. Pemberton who went with Francis
Jenkins right across the Naga Hills from Manipur to Assam and had
to meet strong opposition on the way. His account, published as an
appendix to H. H. Wilson’s Documents Illustrative of the Burmese
War, is—apart from brief references—the first extended description
of the Nagas in the English language. He also wrote a 360-page
Memoirs and Journals of Surveys in Manipur, which I have not seen,
and an important Report on the Eastern Frontier of British India.

Another very early writer on the Nagas was William Robinson,
an educationalist of the Gauhati Government Seminary, who
published his first work on Assam in 1841.! In the fashion of the
day it had a long and sonorous title: Descriptive Account of Asam:
with a sketch of the Local Geography, and a concise History of the
Tea-Plant of Asam : to which is added, a Short Account of the Neigh-
bouring Tribes, exhibiting their History, Manners and Customs.
Robinson was very interested in philology, and during the next
fifteen years he published, on each occasion in the Journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, a series of articles on the Abor, Khampti,
north-eastern Naga, Singpho, Dafla and Mishmi languages.

Robinson’s literary objective was not merely to bring ‘this highly
valuable province into more general notice’. Should his book ‘even
in the most distant manner lead to an improvement in the moral,
as well as the temporal condition of the people, he will consider the
labour bestowed on it, more than repaid’. The Descriptive Account
is, in fact, one of the first of the gazetteers; it devotes chapters to
climate and to the effect of climate on man, to geology, botany and

' This account is condensed from my India’s North-East Frontier in the
Nineteenth Century (Bombay, 1959).

39
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zoology, to historical and political geography, to productive industry
and to the civil and social state of the Assamese. The hill tribes are
discussed in a separate and final section.

Robinson’s information on the Nagas was not first-hand, but his
remarks on them are useful as indicating the state of general know-
ledge of them at this time.

S. E. Peal wrote voluminously on the people and institutions of
south-eastern India and it may be said that he had more pretensions
to be an anthropologist than many of his contemporaries. He was
interested in language and wrote on the Banfera dialect, compared
the peculiarities of the names of rivers in Assam with those of some
adjoining countries, and prepared comparative vocabularies. He
contributed notes on platform-dwellings in Assam, the Morungs,
and the ‘ Communal Barracks’ of primitive races to various learned
journals, compared Dyak customs with those of the people around
Assam and made a study of the pre-Aryan races of India, Assam
and Burma. Mills calls him ‘the best authority on the area about
which he wrote’.

Pride of place, however, must be given to R. G. Woodthorpe’s
two lectures given in 1882 before the Royal Anthropological Institute
in London which summarize almost all that was known about the
Nagas at that date. Woodthorpe drew heavily in his first lecture on
Captain Butler’s earlier notes and writings and I have omitted a
number of long passages which he quotes verbatim and which will
be found in my extracts from Butler’s own ‘Rough Notes’.

Woodthorpe, commissioned in the Royal Engineers, began his
survey work as an Assistant Superintendent and accompanied
Captain W. F. Badgley on the Lushai expedition in search of
geographical knowledge of this hitherto largely unknown territory
in 1871-2. To his ‘indefatigable zeal and energy’, it has been said,
‘we owe much of our knowledge of the country to the south and
south-east of Cachar’. In 1872-3 we find him in the Garo Hills. His
notes are unusually good and contain much information of human
and anthropological value. He points out characteristically that he
had expected to have trouble with the Garos but had met nothing
more formidable than some fine peafowl, several of whom died a
violent death. He then went to the Naga Hills where he became a
close friend of Captain John Butler with whom he left Samagudting
on Christmas Day, 1874 for the Lhota Hills. Here he met hostility
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but continued his work, touring throughout the entire area. He was
with Butler at the end of 1875 when this officer was mortally wounded
in a Lhota ambush near Pangti, which Woodthorpe at once attacked
and burnt.

Woodthorpe ended his career as a General. He contributed to the
general reports on the Topographical Survey many valuable notes
on the Aos, Konyaks, Semas and other tribes. He was an excellent
artist and illustrated some of his own writings. In 1885 he made a
journey from Assam to the Bor Khampti country in the company
of Major C. R. Macgregor.

Hutton observes that Woodthorpe’s printed lectures contain some
excellent drawings and the letter-press is valuable in so far as it is
a résumé of Captain Butler’s Rough Notes quoted in Chapter V,!
and elsewhere Hutton also refers to the ‘dangerous distinction’
between the Kilted and the non-Kilted tribes (which does not appear
in Captain Butler’s notes). 2 He feels that this distinction is not sound.
‘Differences of dress between different tribes are not confined to a
broad line between Kilts and Lengtas’ and he points out that ‘the
date is probably not really very far distant when the majority of
Nagas were naked and no doubt those living nearer to the more
fully dressed people adopted a fuller form of loin-cloth than the
more remote tribes’.

1 The Angami Nagas (London, 1921), p. 333. This is not altogether fair:
Woodthorpe was very good in his own right.
? 1bid., pp. 17 and 333.



A SINGULAR RACE OF PEOPLE

(R. B. Pemberton in H. H. Wilson, Documents Illustrative of the
Burmese War, 1827, Appendix, pp. xvii-ix)

THE NAGAs.—The expedition to Munipore, on which Lieutenant
R. B. Pemberton accompanied Gumbeer Sing last June, and which
terminated in the recovery of that province from the Burmese,
has added considerably to our geographical knowledge of that
part of the eastern world. We have before us an interesting narrative
of the journey between Banskandee and Munipore. The longitude
of the former place is marked down at 93°8’, and that of the latter
at 94°15’ east of Greenwich. From this narrative, furnished by
Lieutenant Pemberton, the following account of the Nagas is
derived:

This singular race of people, says Lieutenant Pemberton, extending
from the north-western extremity of Kachar to the frontiers of
Chittagong, from their poverty and peculiar situation, have escaped
the sufferings inflicted by a powerful enemy on the more wealthy
occupiers of the plains below them. With a sagacity which has at
once insured them both health and security, they have in every
instance established themselves upon the most inaccessible peaks of
the mountainous belt they inhabit, and from these elevated positions
can see and guard against approaching danger long before it is
sufficiently near to be felt. Various attempts, in the days of their
prosperity and power, were made by the Rajahs of Munipore, Kachar,
and Tipperah, to reduce these savages to a state of vassalage, but
uniformly without success—they steadily refused to acknowledge
allegiance to either power, and policy restrained the two first from
using coercive measures, where success was, at least, doubtful, and
failure would effectually have closed against them the only direct
communications between their respective countries.

The Naga villages are built with little regularity on the summits
and crests of the different hills. The houses consist of an extensive
thatch, from thirty to fifty feet in length, almost resting on the

42
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ground, with a ridge pole of about eighteen feet high; the whole
constructed in the most solid and compact manner—In every house
there are two apartments, the largest of which is public, and the
other appropriated to the females of the family, who are allowed
unreserved intercourse with all visitors, whether male or female. In
addition to duties that may be considered strictly domestic, the Naga
woman has many others to perform daily, which renders her life
one of continued activity. In the morning she proceeds to the depot
of grain, stored in huts raised upon a platform about four feet from
the ground, of which the people of two or more houses are generally
the joint proprietors, though the more industrious are sometimes
possessed of the whole contents of one granary—After filling her
conical basket with grain, sufficient for the supply of the day, she
returns home, and is employed for some hours in clearing it from
the husk by pounding it in large wooden mortars. This task accom-
plished, it becomes necessary to carry a number of hollow bamboo
tubes to some distant spring, where they are filled and re-conveyed
home by the industrious female—She then prepares food for her
husband, and a numerous family of young children, and when not
employed in these indispensable duties, is generally engaged in the
manufacture of a coarse cloth, called Khes, or clearing the rice-
fields of weeds. Idleness, the bane of more civilized life, is thus
tolerably well guarded against, and as the violation of conjugal duty
is invariably attended by death, or expulsion from the village,
infidelity is a vice which appears to be scarcely known.

The youth who wishes to espouse a girl, if accepted, agrees to
serve her father for a term of years, generally limited to the period
at which she may be considered marriageable. At the end of his
servitude, a house is constructed for the young couple by their
parents, who also supply them with a small stock of pigs, fowls, and
rice—A long previous training has fully qualified the young bride
to enter upon the duties of her new station, and the value of
her services is generally so well appreciated, that lightning is not
more prompt than the vengeance of a Naga for any insult offered
to his laborious partner. His spear gives the ready reply to any
remark derogatory to her honour, and on one occasion, great
difficulty was experienced in saving an offender from its effects.
Justice is administered by a council, formed of the oldest and
most respectable men of the village—they summon the culprit
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—hear the charge—adjudge the sentence, and its execution is
immediate.

Whenever a hill is to be cleared, preparatory to bringing it into
cultivation, intimation is given, by the persons principally concerned,
to the heads of the different families in the village ; a member is then
deputed from every house, and they proceed to the performance of
the task; when completed, they are entertained by the person for
whose benefit the land was cleared, with an abundance of boiled
rice, fowls, a liquor procured, by fermentation, from rice, of which
they drink large quantities, and any other savage luxury that may
be procurable. When the crops, consisting principally of rice and
cotton, become ripe, all participate in the labour of cutting and
transporting the produce to the granaries already mentioned. Some
differences are perceptible between the Nagas of these hills, and the
Koochung tribes, scattered among the ranges south of the Barak.
The latter are of smaller stature, darker complexions, and more
unfavourable countenances ; their thirst for blood, and avidity after
plunder, have depopulated the hills which were inhabited by less
warlike tribes; and they are known to make predatory excursions
to the foot of the hills at the southern extremity of Cachar. Among
the tribes in the vicinity of Kala Naga, the term Koochung is always
associated with ideas of rapine and plunder, and the narrow gate-
ways which protect the only entrances to their villages, are said to
have been rendered originally necessary by the nocturnal attacks of
those enterprising marauders. The safety of the village is entrusted
to a number of youths, selected for their superior strength and
activity, who are distinguished by a blue mantle of the Khes cloth,
tastefully studded with cowries, and garters of red thread bound
round the calf of the leg. It is difficult to conceive a more pleasing
union of manliness, grace, and activity, than is exhibited by one of
these safeguards, when seen standing on the very verge of some
projecting rock with all the ease of conscious security. . . .

The complexion [of the northern Nagas] is of a light copper
colour, and their hair, which is cut close round the forehead, is of
remarkable inflexibility. They are distinguished by a restlessness
strongly characteristic of their usual habits of life, and the muscular
strength displayed in the swelling outline of their well-formed limbs,
evinces men capable, from long habit, of performing journeys,
which by the less practised inhabitant of the plain, would prove
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impossible. They never travel but in parties, each man carrying a
conical-shaped basket on his back, secured by two straps, one of
which embraces the chest, and the other passes round the forehead
—the right hand grasps a spear, shod at the lower extremity with a
pointed ferule, serving the double purpose of a defensive weapon
and friendly support. In their mercantile trips to the Banskandee
and Munipore bazars, they usually exchange their superfluous
cotton for fowls, salt, dried fish, tobacco, and cloth—and are almost
always accompanied by some of their indefatigable females, whose
muscular power appears but little inferior to that of the men, while
the superior delicacy of their sex is only discernible in faces rather
less bronzed, and hair of greater length than that of their nominal
defenders. Their food consists of rice, fowls, pigs, and kids—of the
two last they are particularly fond—but they are rarely killed
except on particular occasions; milk they never touch, and, in this
respect, resemble the Garrows, who are said, by way of execration,
to term it ‘diseased matter’.

During our stay at Moonjeronkoonao, a female died, and previous
to the interment of the body, in compliance with universal custom,
it was necessary to entertain the friends of the deceased. A pig was
brought forth for this purpose, its legs tied, and the animal conveyed
to a spot near the door of the hut which had been previously chosen
as the place of interment, where it was beaten to death with large
bamboos, and, without any other preparation, was conveyed to a
large fire, roasted and devoured: the grave was then dug, and the
body commited to the dust. It is customary to strew over the grave
such articles belonging to the deceased as were of little value, and
these fragments are frequently the only memorials that testify the
vicinity of a grave. Their warriors are treated with greater deference;
the grave of him who has fallen in action is, invariably, fenced round
with bamboos, and any allusion to him is always accompanied by
some expression of regard or mark of respect.
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MEETINGS OF THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL
INSTITUTE

(J.A.L, 1881, Vol. XI, pp. 52-73 & pp. 196-214)

MARCH 8th, 1881

F. W. RUDLER, Esq., Vice-President, in the Chair.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

The election of Professor George Dancer Thane was announced.

A number of rubbings taken from door-posts and window frames
in New Zealand were exhibited, and a letter on the subject from
Professor Max Miiller was read, upon which the Chairman and
Mr A. L. Lewis made some remarks.

The following paper was read by the author, and illustrated by
the exhibition of a large number of objects of ethnological interest
brought by Colonel Woodthorpe from the Naga Hills:

Notes on the Wild Tribes Inhabiting The So-Called Naga Hills, on
our North-East Frontier of India.

By Lieutenant-Colonel R. G. Woodthorpe, R.E.

PART I

In the limits of the necessarily short paper which I have the honour
of reading to you to-night, it will be impossible to do much
more than allude in the briefest way to the distinguishing and
peculiar characteristics of the very many diverse tribes who inhabit
the so-called Naga Hills on our north-east frontier of India. I do not
intend to theorize to any great extent concerning the origin of these
tribes. I leave this to abler and better-informed men than I am, my
object being simply to assist them in forming their conclusions by
stating what I know to be facts concerning the Nagas.

In the very interesting field of research afforded by the Naga
Hills, I followed in the footsteps of Colonel Godwin-Austen, and I
am fully sensible of the loss which science sustained by that officer’s
retirement from the field, and cannot but feel how much more
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valuable would have been the results of our operations in those hills
had Colonel Godwin-Austen remained to conduct them to the end.

The Naga tribes inhabit the hills south-east of Assam, dividing
that province from the north-west portion of the Burmese territory.
. .. Yarious derivations have been given for the name Naga, some
supposing it to come from the Bengali word Nangta, in Hindustani
‘Nanga’ = ‘naked’. Others think that the Kachari word Naga = a
young man = a warrior, supplies the name; while others again
derive it from ‘Nag’ = ‘a snake’. Not one of these derivations is
satisfactory, nor does it really concern us much to know more about
it, seeing that the name is quite foreign to and unrecognized by the
Nagas themselves. They have no generic term for the whole race,
nor even for each of the various tribes constituting this race. A
Naga when asked who he is, generally replies that he is of such and
such a village, though sometimes a specific name is given to a group
of villages. In the old maps of Assam the Naga Hills immediately
bordering the plains are shown as divided into districts, the names
of which as given on the maps were supposed to be the tribal names
of the inhabitants of those districts. Such is, however, not the case.
When the Assam Rajahs held sway over these hills, they exacted
tribute from the Nagas, and for convenience in collecting this, the
villages were divided into districts, or in the vernacular ‘Duars’,
and names were arbitrarily given to these districts by the Rajahs;
hence we find such names on the maps, unknown by the Nagas
generally, as ‘Dup-duar-ias’, ‘Pani-duar-ias’, ‘Hatigorias’! &c.
Assamese names were also given to each village. The men who go
down into the plains and come much into contact with the Assamese
are aware of these names, and answer to them, and even describe
themselves by these Assamese names to a foreigner visiting them,
but that is only because they think he will thereby understand better
all about them. In the Burmese invasions of the Naga Hills many
villages were looted and burned. These have been since rebuilt, and
new names given to them, the old ones also being frequently retained.

It will be unnecessary to refer at any length to the history of our
relations with the Nagas, extending now over 50 years, which have
been ‘one long sickening story of open insults and defiance, bold
outrages and cold-blooded murders on the one side, and long

1 Hatigoria is the former Assamese equivalent for Ao.
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suffering forbearance, forgiveness, concession, and unlooked for
favours on the other’, as the late Captain John Butler, Political
Agent in the Naga Hills remarks in his able and interesting paper
on the Angami Nagas, published in the Journal of the Asiatic Society
of Bengal, Part 1, 1875. Suffice it to say that in consequence of the
raids continually made by the Nagas on our territory, it was found
necessary to locate a Political Officer at a place called Samaguting,
just in the hills, and when Captain Butler succeeded to this appoint-
ment, being of active and energetic habits of mind and body, and
not content to know his district from hearsay only, he organized a
series of expeditions, commencing in the cold weather of 1870-1,
and carrying them on till his death in 1876. That these expeditions
should be made as useful as possible he applied for and obtained the
services of a survey party to accompany him, and to his efforts to
assist us, and to his own researches, we owe a great deal of our
information, geographical, ethnological, &c.

Although the home of so many diverse tribes, the character of the
country is much the same throughout, and it may be described as a
succession of long parallel ridges, the general direction being north-
east and south-west, divided from each other by streams or rivers
of greater or less importance, the hill ranges increasing in height
from the low ranges bordering the plains, above which they do not
rise much more than 2,000 feet, till we reach the lofty chain of peaks
overlooking Burma, which at Saramethi and other points attains
a height of nearly 13,000 feet above the sea. All these ranges are very
narrow along the ridges, with steep well-wooded slopes, the lower
hills being covered with long grass jungle. The valleys of the rivers
near the plains in the Sibsagor district are low, flat, and densely
covered with large forest trees, among which the mighty rubber is
conspicuous.

In former times these rivers were worked for gold by the Assamese,
but the precious metal was not found in sufficient quantities to pay
for the working. In the interior the valleys get narrower, and in many
cases the rivers flow through deep gorges. The country is densely
populated and a very large portion of the hill sides is under cultiva-
tion, till we approach the Singphu territory, on the extreme south-
east limit of the Assam plains, when the villages become fewer and
fewer and the hills present a more unbroken mass of dark green.
From the higher peaks in the Angami country as many as seventy
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large villages can be counted at a time lying dotted about on the
ranges of hills below, and magnificent panoramic views are to be
obtained.

Speaking generally, the Nagas may be divided into two great
sections, viz.: (1) the kilted, (2) the non-kilted. The first class
embraces all the so-called Angamis, eastern and western. The second
class includes all the other tribes, for though all these latter differ
from each other in many minor particulars, yet there is a very general
resemblance, but the Angami differs most markedly from all the
other tribes in every way, appearance, dress, architecture, mode of
cultivating, &c., and in nothing is the difference so marked as in the
waist cloth, which I shall describe further on. This marks the Angami
off from all the other tribes on either side of the Brahmaputra, and
I am inclined to think that, whatever the origin of the other Naga
tribes, whether they are aborigines or immigrants from elsewhere,
they are older settlers than the Angamis, whose origin, however, has
yet to be satisfactorily settled.

The average height of the Angamis is 5 feet 9 inches (some attain-
ing a height of 6 feet) and they are well and powerfully built, the leg
muscles being especially well developed. Their features are small and
cheek bones high. Their complexion comprises various shades of
rich brown, but is seldom very dark. Their hair is cut short or shaved
(with the exception of one long tuft from the crown) in youth or
before marriage; in adolescence it is left about 3 inches long and
brushed down all round, resembling the fashion in the middle ages.
The long tuft is left at the back, and is generally worn tied in a knot
(a chignon) bound round with long rolls of snow-white cotton wool.
When a man marries it is the custom in some villages for him to
part his hair in the middle and brush it up in front. This is not an
invariable custom, but every village almost differs from its neigh=-
bours in some slight detail of dress or decoration.

The kilt, the principal distinguishing article of dress of the
Angamis, is a strip of dark blue or black cotton cloth from 34 to 43
feet long, and 18 inches wide. It passes round the hips overlapping
in front, and is usually fastened on the left side: the lower inner
corner is drawn tightly between the legs by means of a string which
passes up behind and hangs over the waistbelt. An occasional hitch
is given to the string when the garment appears to be coming loose,
and every requirement of decency is satisfied. When a man becomes
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a warrior and has taken heads, he acquires the right to decorate his
kilt with three rows of cowries; and in the case of a very distin-
guished warrior, with four rows. The men of the Mao group of
villages towards Manipur, however, wear cowries irrespective of
any deeds of valour. Thrown loosely over the shoulder are worn from
two to three cotton or bark homespun cloths, of dark blue, with a
double border of bright scarlet and yellow stripes, or white with a
border of blue and red stripes. On the war-path, these cloths are
worn, one across the breast and knotted over the shoulders, the
other bound round the waist: the folds of the latter they use as
pockets. When going out to fight, the warriors often wear a large
wreath or coronet of long bears’ hair, which gives them a very
formidable appearance, and from the back of this, or inserted in
their chignons, spring three or five tall feathers, rising from small
wooden stems covered with red hair, in which they fit so loosely
that the feathers revolve with any movement or breath of air. For
very conspicuous bravery the right is conferred to wear in their
headdress the long tail feathers, white with a broad band of black,
of one of the many kinds of the large birds called hornbills, that
inhabit the dense forest of the Burail Mountains.

The chief ornament for the ear is a very handsome one. It consists
of a rosette or flower about 14 inches in diameter, the centre being
a couple of emerald beetle’s wings surrounded with a circle of long
shiny white seeds, the whole enclosed in a fringe of short red hair.
The flower is formed on a cup and stem of wood, and from the cup
a long streamer of red hair falls to the shoulders. The stem passes
through the lobe of the ear into a boar’s tusk ornamented with red
and yellow cane work. The ear is also pierced in several places to
receive huge bunches of cotton wool or brass rings. Bunches of blue
jay feathers form another very pretty ear ornament. Necklaces of
cornelian (long hexagonal shaped pieces) and coloured glass beads,
and a peculiar dull yellow stone, decorate their throats; and in the
nape of the neck is invariably worn a large white conch shell, shaped
so as to lie flat, and suspended by a thick collar of dark-blue cotton
threads. Another ornament worn sometimes as a necklace, and
sometimes as a scarf, is formed of an oblong piece of wood 8 inches
by 4, covered with alternate rows of white seeds and black and red
hair, and fringed all round with long red hair; this is suspended
from the shoulder by a cotton rope ornamented with cowries and
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long tufts of black and red hair. In most Naga ornaments the black
hair is human hair taken from scalps of foes, and the scarlet is goats’
hair dyed.

Armlets made of single slices of elephants’ tusks, 2 inches wide,
and small bands of coloured cane work, are frequently worn above
the elbow. I need hardly remark that all Nagas’ personal decorations
have a defensive purpose in view, like our old military stocks and
epaulettes, and are planned to ward off the spear or axe, while the
long hair which is so profusely used, waving about with every move-
ment of the wearer, distracts the eye of the foe levelling his spear at
him, and disturbs the aim.

Leggings are made of red and yellow cane work, and follow some-
what the shape of the leg, fitting tightly at the ankle and below the
knee, and swelling into a globe at the calf. These are frequently
worked on the leg, and are left there till they wear out, which is
generally in about three months. Some are made with a slit at the
side which enables them to be removed at pleasure. When these
leggings are not worn, bands of finely-cut cane, dyed black, are
twisted tightly round the leg just below the knee.

The women, like the men, are on the average taller than the
women of most hill races, and are comparatively fair, with a ruddy
glow of health in their cheeks. They are well made and active, and
frequently very pretty when young, but their hard life soon proves
fatal to good looks. They do not go in quite so much as the male
sex for personal adornment. As Captain Butler remarks: ‘This is a
noticeable instance of the female withdrawing from the contests
wherever she finds a male rival in the same field of indulgence in
and love of personal decoration,” which with them shows itself
chiefly in a large number of necklaces of all sorts and sizes, from
large pieces of shell (three or four to a necklace) to those of the
smallest glass beads. One or two large brass rings hang from their
ears. When very young and unmarried, the girls’ heads are shaved
entirely; when married, the hair grows long and is braided and tied
in a knot at the back, or is allowed to fall in waves all round, confined
only by a small fillet of cane.

The women'’s dress consists of a small blue or black petticoat, a
strip of cloth about 2 feet in breadth, passing round the hips and
overlapping about 6 inches. The next most important article of
clothing is a broadcloth, whose opposite corners are taken up and
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knotted over the shoulders, covering the back and bosom (as with
the Khasia women), another large cloth being worn shawlwise. This
latter is usually dispensed with or wrapped round the hips when at
work. In cold weather an extra cloth is added, and in warm weather,
when at work in the fields, they strip to the waist. All the weaving,
a good deal of the work in the field, such as preparing the soil, &c.,
carrying wood, and pounding rice, is done by the women. In fact,
women’s rights are fully recognized, the men doing very little besides
drinking and fighting.

The Nagas generally breed cows, pigs, goats, dogs, and fowls, for
purposes of food as well as for sale and barter.

Roast dog is considered a great delicacy. Indeed, Nagas will eat
anything, not excepting an elephant which had been three days
buried. Notwithstanding this, they do not drink milk, holding it in
great abhorrence, and tinned lobster they said smelt too much.

The Angami villages are almost always large ones, Kohimah, the
largest, containing 900 houses. Many streets contain 400 or 500
houses, smaller villages being generally young offshoots from the
others. The villages are all built on commanding positions, and
owing to the almost constant state of war, most of them are very
strongly fortified. Stiff stockades, deep ditches, bristling with panjies,
and massive stone walls often loopholed for musketry, are their
usual defences. In war time the hill sides are scarped and thickly
studded over with panjies. These panjies vary in length from 6 inches
to 3 or 4 feet, and give very nasty wounds. Deep pit-falls, artfully
concealed by a light layer of earth and leaves, line the path by which
the enemy is expected. The entrances to the villages are through
long narrow tortuous lanes, with high banks of stone and earth on
either side, tangled creepers and small trees meeting overhead,
preventing an escalade, and admitting only of the passage of one
man at a time. These lanes lead up to gates, or rather doorways
closed by strong, thick, and heavy wooden doors made out of one
piece of wood. The doors are fastened from the inside, and admit
of being easily barricaded. These doors are protected very often by
raised look-outs on which, whenever the clan is at feud, a watch is
kept up day and night. The approach to these look-outs is a notched
pole from 15 to 20 feet high. Deep lanes and stone breast-works
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divide off the clans, of which there are frequently from two to eight
in a village ; small bridges of planks and logs of wood keeping open
communications in times of peace, and being withdrawn on declara-
tion of war. When an attack is imminent the roads are often planted
thickly with tall strong pegs, which are easily threaded when walking
quietly, but are an effectual protection against a sudden rush.

The roads in the higher hills are constructed with considerable
skill, the more precipitous slopes being turned with easy gradients,
instead of the road or path being taken up and down the faces of
the slopes, no matter how steep, as is the case with many of the hill
tribes.

Inside the villages, and also lining the approaches to them, are
the graves of departed families—large platforms of earth and stones,
the latter being used for retaining walls and squared with great
accuracy. These tombs vary in size, and may be either square or
round; above these are erected carved wooden effigies of the
deceased. Sometimes these are executed with much skill; two we
saw at Kohimah, having the wrists and
elbow-joints indicated, with emerald
beetle’s wings as eyes, and a row of white
seeds for teeth. They were clad in all the
garments of the deceased with their shields
fixed on the left side, two imitation bam-
boo spears standing on the right, as it is
not safe to leave the real spears there. In
some cases the image consists simply of a
wooden post with a rudely carved bust of
the deceased at the top, two or three rows
of heads in slight relief beneath, proclaim-
ing the number of foemen slaughtered in
life. A curious circumstance connected with
these figures is that, though in life the large
conch shell is always worn on the back,
in these effigies it is as invariably carved on
the breast. No reason could be assigned by the Nagas for this.

Very noticeable objects among these hills are the long rows of huge
monoliths, which are either monumental or simply commemorative

Sepulchral effigy of the
Angami Nagas
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of some big feast given by a rich man: these stones are often
of great size, and are dragged up into place on wooden sledges
shaped like the prow of a boat, the keel curving upwards. On to this
sledge the stone is levered, and carefully lashed with canes and
creepers, and to this the men, sometimes to the number of several
hundreds, attach themselves in a long line, and putting rollers
beneath the sledge, they pull it along until it has been brought to
the spot where the stone is to be erected. Here a small hole is dug,

and the sledge being tilted up
. on end, the lashings are cut
adrift, and the stone slides into
position: some leaves are then
placed on the top, and some
liguor poured on them; this
done, a general feast follows,
and the ceremony is complete.

These remarks on the West-

Sledge of the Angami Nagas ern Angamis apply to their
brethren of the higher hills,
known as Eastern Angamis. The latter are, as a rule, a finer race
of men, and of fairer complexion, pink cheeks being very frequently
seen among the youth of both sexes. The men keep their hair cut
quite short and square over the brows, a long thin tuft being left
behind. They wear the kilt and a rather pretty waistbelt, formed
of from six to eight ropes of white cotton, all connected at the
back with some black and red binding, but tied separately in front,
the ends being decorated with some black and scarlet binding.

The houses of these people are rather larger than those of the
more western villages, and more decorated with external carvings.
The construction is, however, exactly similar. The front boards are
ornamented with various devices in black, maroon and white,
concentric circles being the favourite design.

At Razami, Thetcholumi, &c., the fronts of the houses are almost
covered with a number of dolls about a foot long, of wood or clay
dressed as Angami men and women, and suspended by the armpits.
Imitation spears and shields, corresponding to the size of the dolls,
are interspersed among them, and also rows of small clay cows.

At Razami the houses are many of them roofed with shingles,
often of a very large size.
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The Eastern Angami dao is of peculiar shape; it has a large
square blade, and is double edged, the handle being attached to the
centre of the blade.

At one village called Ungomah we came across some men who,
though apparently Angamis in feature, build, architecture, and
mode of cultivating, yet wore the dress of, and spoke a dialect
identical with the Sehmahs, a neighbouring non-kilted tribe.

The heads of enemies taken in battle or murder are fixed by spikes
to the tops of long poles planted in rows along the pathway just
outside the village.

The Angamis struck us as a very cheerful, frank, hospitable, brave
race, and for hill people wonderfully clean. When we arrived in
camp, near a village (I speak of 1873-5), the men all turned out at
once to build our huts, clear spaces for our tents, &c., and in the
evening, as the setting sun was gilding the hill tops and the highest
houses in the village, we sitting round our camp fire in the open
fields, on the hill side below, looking across a deep valley, in which
the purple gloom of evening was gathering, would hear the hum of
many voices above us, and looking up would see the men of the
village in long unbroken line descending the hill side path, bringing
rice, wood, &c., and shouting in wonderful unison their peculiar
‘hau hau’, a cry with which they invariably accompany labour or
exertion of any kind. At intervals the men are hidden, and all sound
subdued, as they descend into a ravine, or pass through a small
belt of jungle: now they emerge again with a fresh swell of what is
almost music, and at length leaving the jungle, they enter the camp
and come on without halt or break in the procession, each man
throwing his load down before us in one spot, and passing on till a
large circle is formed around us, and every man has rid him of his
burden, the cries being kept up the whole time. Then the circle
revolves rapidly around us, the best pas de seul dancers quitting it in
turn to perform a small war dance: the pace and the cries quicken
rapidly, till at length the circle suddenly stops, and the whole give
vent to a prolonged deep organ-like note gradually dying away, to
be succeeded by another rather lower, at the end of which, without
further word of command, they all turn and disappear towards the
village.

Bloodthirsty, treacherous, and revengeful all Nagas, even the best
are, and the Angami, though in many ways perhaps the finest and



56 THE NAGAS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

best of these tribes, is no exception: with them as with the others it
is an article of faith that blood once shed can never be expiated,
except by the death of the murderer or some of his near relatives,
and though years may pass away vengeance will assuredly be taken
some day. One marked peculiarity in their intestine feuds is that we
so often find a village divided against itself, one clan being at deadly
feud with another, whilst a third lives between them in a state of
neutrality, and at perfect peace with both. Once, in passing from one
village to another at war with it, a young man came as guide. |
asked him if he was not afraid to go to the hostile village, but he
said he was originally a native of that village, but had married a
girl in the one we had just left, and lived there, and in consequence
he was a neutral, and could pass backwards and forwards between
the two belligerent villages without harm from either. ‘The blood
feud of the Naga, as with the Corsican ‘‘vendetta™, is a thing to be
handed down from generation to generation, an everlasting and
baneful heirloom involving in its relentless course the brutal murders
of helpless old men and women, innocent young girls and children,
until, as often happens, mere family quarrels, generally about land
or water, being taken up by their respective clansmen, break out
into bitter civil wars which devastate whole villages.’—(Captain
Butler.) I remember once, on our return to camp after a long day’s
work on the neighbouring hills, a young man, who was our guide,
as we approached his village half hidden in the dusk and mist, began
to dance and shout and level his spear at every bush, with yells of
defiance. On my asking the meaning of this strange conduct, he
explained that he knew that a man from another village was on his
trail to kill him for some injury, and it was more than possible that
he might be behind any of these bushes. My guide, therefore,
thought it a wise precaution to take it for granted that his enemy
was there, and by shouts and a defiant attitude to intimidate him.
My friend added, ‘Seeing that I am prepared for him, and that |
know all about it, he will slink away in the dark.’

The Angamis, as indeed the Nagas in general, have no settled
form of government. They are nominally under the orders of the
headmen of their respective villages, who are chosen for their
wealth, bravery, skill in diplomacy, powers of oratory, &c., but
virtually every man does that which is right in his own eyes, and is
a law unto himself, ‘a form of democracy’ which, as Captain Butler
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remarks, ‘it is difficult to conceive as existing for a single day, and
yet that it does exist here is an undeniable fact. The orders of the
headmen are obeyed so far only as they may happen to be in accord
with the wishes of the community at large, and even then the
minority will not hold themselves bound in any way by the wishes
and acts of the majority. The Naga headman is simply primus inter
pares, and often that only pro tem.” Theoretically, with the Angami
every man is his own master, and avenges his own quarrel. . . .

The Nagas in general have very vague ideas of religion or of a
future state. Many never think at all about either; probably others
again among the Angamis believe that if they have acted up to their
received standard of a good life, and have abstained from eating
flesh, after death their spirits would fly away into the realms above,
and become stars. Others among the non-kilted tribes, Lieutenant
Holcombe tells us, ‘believe that in heaven they will have cultivation,
houses, and work; the poor will be better off they think: a rajah
will remain as such in a future state, and although they have a name
for God, they do not seem to worship a supreme being.’ The custom,
the universal custom, of decorating graves or tombs with the
deceased’s wearing apparel and weapons, also with drinking vessels,
&c., would seem to prove that there is among all the tribes an
underlying current of conscious or unconscious belief in a future
state. Certain it is that their belief in the existence after death of the
freed spirit is not uncommon, if not general. Captain Butler men-
tions seeing a grave by the roadside several miles away from any
village, and on inquiry found that it had been purposely placed
there half-way between the village in which the deceased had been
born and that in which he had passed the latter portion of his life,
and where he had died. This was done to enable his spirit to revisit
either.

Whatever may be their belief in a god or a future state, it is certain
that they believe in an infinity of evil spirits or demons. Each disease
is supposed to be in the immediate keeping of some particular demon,
who travels about dealing out sickness and death at his caprice, and
to propitiate these many demons is their care. They seem to have
no good or beneficent spirits. A custom arising from this belief in
demons is analogous to the ceremony of striking the lintel and door-
posts with blood observed by the Children of Israel. Passing through
some villages which had never before been visited by Europeans



58 THE NAGAS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

nor, indeed, by any but born Nagas, I noticed in the lintel of the
door of each house a small bunch of withered leaves, and was told
that they had been placed there as soon as the villagers had tidings
of our approach, the object of these leaves being to prevent any
demons of evil who might accompany the strangers from entering
the doors so protected.

The Nagas would frequently try to mislead us as to our road, by
planting small branches in the path by which they did not wish us
to travel, hoping that we should think that it was a disused one.
Captain Butler told me one day that he had seen a few twigs and
leaves stuck here and there along a path leading to a village. He
asked the meaning of it, and was told that the demon of small-pox
had visited another village near, and might wish to go to that village
also, but if he came upon the twigs he would say, ‘Dear me! 1
thought there was a village path here, but this is all jungle, I must
try for another road.” The Nagas never gave us credit for an intelli-
gence superior to that of their devils. Captain Butler also tells of a
chief whose favourite son died of a fever contracted while on a
shooting excursion. This chief, in full war costume, rushed out to
the spot, commenced his war cry, and hurled defiance at the deity
who had struck down his son, bidding him come out and show
himself, imperiously cursing him for not replying to the challenge.
Omens are consulted on all occasions of importance, and determine
the cause of conduct of the inquirers.

I remember once, just after Captain Butler’s death, when we were
again advancing into the hills, coming across the evidences of an
intended ambuscade ; little spaces had been cleared in the tall grass
on either side of the path, sufficient to allow of a man crouching in
each of them, and each was provided with a small heap of stones.
Here the oracle had been consulted by cutting little chips from a
piece of wood and noticing how they fell. On that occasion the
oracles were not favourable to hostilities, and we were unmolested.

On another occasion we had gone about three miles from a village
which had received us as we passed in an apparently friendly spirit,
when our rear guard was suddenly attacked by a large number of
Nagas who had come up from the village through the jungly ravines
behind us. I had on looking back seen them descending from the
village, but as they had concealed their arms under their clothes, 1
thought they were going into their fields. They had probably hoped
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to have cut off the coolies, but the latter were going well, and the
Nagas having a steep climb through the tangled grass, only managed
to come up with the rear guard. To have allowed this to pass would
have been to raise the whole country against us, so (as I had
succeeded to the chief political charge on Captain Butler’s death,
and had the advantage of his experience and example on several
similar occasions) I requested Colonel Tulloch, who commanded
my escort, to leave a large guard with our coolies to form camp
in a convenient spot, while we pursued the Nagas back to their
village. As they had no firearms we only took 20 men with us, and
the Nagas making a very slight show of resistance when they found
the tables turned on them, we were soon in possession of their
village. At various parts of the road, outside their gates, where we
had noticed some Nagas very busy as soon as they saw we were
making for the village, we found portions of a puppy which had
been killed, cut up, and buried. This ceremony was supposed to
give them immunity from our bullets, and secure their village from
destruction. Among other means I may mention that one is to
throttle a fowl, and observe how its legs lie when dead ; if the right
lies over the left, the omen is favourable, and the reverse if otherwise.
Certain birds’ songs when heard on the right of a path are lucky;
unlucky when heard on the left of the path. They have several ways
of taking an oath. The commonest and most sacred is for the two
parties to the oath to lay hold of a dog or fowl, one by its head the
other by its tail or feet, whilst the animal or bird is cut in two with
a dao, emblematic of the perjurer’s fate. A ceremony of submission
after defeat, and offer of peace, is to take a handful of earth and
grass, and after placing it on the head to put it on the edge of a dao,
and chew it between the lips, ‘one of the most literal and disagree-
able renderings of the metaphorical term ““eating dirt”"’.

Among the Angamis a description of ‘Tabu’ is very much in vogue.
It is declared on every occasion; on the birth of a child, or death
of one of a family, the house is tabucd for five days, and no one is
allowed to go in or out, except the inmates of the house. An accidental
death or fire in a village places the whole village under the tabu.
Before commencing agricultural operations an universal tabu is gone
through, and on many other similar occasions the tabu is declared.

Captain Butler mentions the following instances of their expressive
manner of emphasizing messages. [ quote his words: ‘I remember
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a challenge being conveyed by means of a piece of charred wood,
a chilli, and a bullet tied together. This declaration of war was
handed on from village to village, until it reached the one for which
it was intended, where it was no sooner read than it was at once
despatched to me by a special messenger, who in turn brought with
him a spear, a cloth, a fowl, and some eggs, the latter articles signi-
fying their subordination and friendship to me, at whose hands they
now begged for protection. It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary for me
to explain that the piece of burnt wood signified the nature of the
punishment threatened (i.e., a village consigned to flames), the
bullet descriptive of the kind of weapon with which the foe was
coming armed, and the chilli the smarting, stinging, and general
painful nature of the punishment. And one day a piece of wood,
with a twisted bark collar at one end and a rope at the other, used
for tying up dogs on the line of march, was brought to me with
another prayer for protection. The explanation in this case is of
course obvious, viz.: that a dog’s treatment was in store for the
unfortunate recipients of this truculent message. Two sticks, cross-
wise, a fresh cut bough, or a handful of grass across a path, declares
it to be closed.’

I may add that these customs are not confined to the Angamis or,
indeed, to the Nagas generally, but are common among all the tribes
on the north-east frontier, of whom I have long experience.

So far, except where I have especially stated that all Nagas were
included in the remarks, I have been dealing with the so-called
Angamis or kilted Nagas only. The non-kilted Nagas I must deal
with in the second part of the paper.

DISCUSSION

CoLoNEL H. GoODWIN-AUSTEN made the following remarks:
Colonel Woodthorpe in the opening portion of his paper referred
to my services when in charge of the Khasi and Naga Hills survey
operations, and I have to thank him for the kind terms in which he
alluded to my services in those hills. [ must say that I left the survey
with great regret, and only wish that I could have done more ; but
that jungle country is not one where a European can work for many
years with impunity, and after seven years of jungle work on that
frontier, 1 considered it best to leave before my health, which



THE NAGAS: A GENERAL VIEW 61

suffered much, was entirely undermined. There is no country more
interesting to work in than the Naga Hills, of which Colonel Wood-
thorpe has given us so interesting an account this evening; the
scenery is most beautiful under the Burrail range, and the people
are the most interesting on the Indian frontier. Colonel Woodthorpe
saw more of them and the country than any other officer, and I can
testify to the accuracy of his observations. With regard to the burial
customs of the people, about which Miss Buckland has asked a
question, I only once had an opportunity of seeing any part of such
ceremonies. In passing through a Naga village near Asalu, I saw the
grave of a man being made close to the door of a house, and the
wife of the deceased was standing in it, and digging the same, and at
intervals singing in a loud mournful way. It is the common custom
to bury in the village street, and I have often seen the neatly-made
fresh-raised graves covered over with an open work of interlaced
split bamboos. On the occasion above mentioned, a ‘Mittun’ of the
domestic breed had been sacrificed for the funeral feast, and it lay
close by, having been speared through the heart, and the tail had
also been cut off at the same time. Those who die of small-pox,
which is a terrible scourge at times, are not buried in the villages.

MR KEANE regarded Col. Woodthorpe’s able and richly illustrated
paper as perhaps the most valuable contribution yet made towards
the study of the so-called Naga tribes. Many statements, such
especially as those relating to their agricultural practices, and the
remarkable skill displayed by them in the irrigation of their upland
valleys, would be received with surprise by those who had hitherto
looked on these interesting tribes as occupying a very low position
in the social scale. As much uncertainty still prevailed respecting
their affinities to the surrounding Aryan and Mongolian races, he
would be glad if the author could supply some more definite details
as to their physical appearance and the structure of their dialects.
The Angami, who differed in so many respects from the other Naga
tribes, are said to speak a distinct language quite unintelligible to
them, and he would like to know whether this was the case. Informa-
tion was much needed regarding the peculiar character of all these
idioms, and it would be important to ascertain whether they were
monosyllabic like the neighbouring Indo-Chinese, or polysyllabic
like the Sanskritic vernacular current in the Assam lowlands. With
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regard to the physical type, the points to determine were the colour
of the hair and complexion, the shape of the eyes and nose, pro-
minence of the cheek bones, form of the head, whether dolichoce-
phalic or brachycephalic, and mean stature. Until such leading
features as these had been fixed, the problem of their true relations
with the surrounding races could not be settled.

SIR JoHN LusBock, CoL. KEATING, DR WHITE, and the
CHAIRMAN also joined in the discussion.

CoLoNEL WOODTHORPE, replying to Mr Keane, said that the hair
of the Angamis is generally straight, but sometimes wavy; never,
as far as he knew, ‘frizzly’ naturally. Captain Butler says they
‘frizz’ it out occasionally in front, but in this the barber’s art is
employed. The Angamis differ greatly among themselves in features,
some possessing aquiline features, others being flat faced. They all
have their eyes set slightly, but very slightly, obliquely. He did not
see any funeral ceremonies.

Angami male and female
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PART II

In my last paper I dealt only with the Angamis, or kilted Nagas,
who, as I then stated, are distinguished from all the other Naga
tribes by many striking characteristics. We now turn to the second
great section of unkilted Nagas, which includes by far the larger
portion of the inhabitants of these hills. It is a great pity that political
and other considerations prevented any exploration beyond the
great chain of the Saramethi Peaks, which would have enabled us
to trace the tribes from the Naga Hills into the Burmese territory,
and thus have decided which section, kilted or non-kilted, is more
nearly allied to the tribes inhabiting the confines of Burmah. As I
have before remarked, all the tribes included in the second section,
of whom I treat to-night, diverge from each other considerably in
many minor details, but the differences merge into each other a
good deal, and the tribes all seem to belong to the same race, whereas
time, proximity, intercourse, and the same geographical conditions
seem alike unable to modify the sharp differences which divide the
kilted from the non-kilted Nagas, or assimilate them to each other.

The tribes commonly known as Rengmahs, Sehmahs, Lhotas
&c., immediately adjoining the Angamis, all present the same type.
They are shorter than the Angamis, and of square though fairly
powerful build ; their eyes are small and oblique, faces flat with high
cheek-bones, a dirty sallow complexion, a sullen and often repulsive
cast of countenance; all this added to their evident distrust of all
strangers (so different from the Angamis), combine to make them a
very unprepossessing race, and they are often further disfigured by
frightful goitres, from which they suffer greatly. These tribes gene-
rally wear their hair either shaved off or cut very short, except for
a large basin-shaped patch on the crown, where it is kept about 2
or 3 inches long, and combed down all round. Hair-cutting is done
in a very primitive manner, the implement used being a dao and
a small block of wood. This block is pressed down close on the head
underneath the hair, which is then chopped off as close as may be,
and it is wonderful how close it can be cropped in this way. In some
instances which came under our notice a common field hoe was the
cutting tool. Their combs are rather neatly made of bamboo.

Notwithstanding all my previous experience of hill-men, I was
quite unprepared to find such a total absence of cleanliness among
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these tribes: as Dr Brown remarks ‘their bodies are ingrained with
the accumulated smoke, mud, and filth of a lifetime’, and, with the
exception of the Sehmahs, they are perpetually smoking dirty clay
or wooden pipes, made on a similar principle to that of a Lushai
woman’s pipe, i.e., the bowl is fitted with a small bamboo receptacle
beneath for the tobacco juice, which is collected, mixed with a little
water, and carried about in a small tube from which sips are
occasionally taken.

The Rengmahs are particularly noticeable for the peculiar tail
which they alone, I believe, of all the tribes wear. It is of wood,
about a foot and a half long, curved upwards, broad at the base
and tapering to the tip. Rows of white seeds are fastened longitudi-
nally on the tail, and from it hang long tufts of black and scarlet
hair. The broad part of the tail is fitted to the small of the back, and
is suspended from the shoulders by a broad prettily embroidered
belt (white, red, and black); a small cloth tied tightly round the
waist further secures the tail. This tail is used in fight to signify
defiance ; they turn tails towards the enemy, and by hopping rapidly
on each leg impart the defiant wag to the tail. ‘Turning tail’ with
them means the reverse of what it does with us. This tribe, as also
many others, wears, as a waist cloth only, a small flap of cotton
cloth pendant from the waistbelt. Others wear a double flap, the
inner end of which is drawn tightly up between the legs and secured
at the back to the waistbelt. Some of these flaps are dark blue
ornamented with cowries, in stars or stripes, others are white with
broad red patches, or white with fine red lines: indeed this small
garment varies in size, colour, and ornamentation with almost every
village, certainly with every tribe. Some tribes go perfectly naked;
one tribe we found close to the Sehmahs, and it is a curious fact
that these naked people are not found in a group by themselves, but
scattered about among the other tribes; thus we find a village of
naked Nagas surrounded by decently clad people, and pass through
several villages before coming again upon the naked folk. It is very
seldom indeed that any women are seen in a state of complete
nudity, and generally they are decently clad, much as the Angami
woman already described. Some tribes, as Rengmahs, Lhotas, Hati-
gorias, &c., supplement their waist cloths by an apron about a foot
square, profusely ornamented with cowries; other tribes those in
the hills adjoining the districts of Sibsagor and Jaipur, wear a long
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bright blue cloth, very much embroidered with red cotton, and
decorated with beads, the inevitable cowries, &c. Very few, how-
ever, of the non-kilted tribes quite come up to the Angami in general
appearance, when fully equipped in his war-paint: no decorations,
though frequently more elaborate, seem so clean or handsome.

Among the other tribes the shields are smaller and less decorated
than the Angami’s, and among the tribes immediately adjoining the
Angamis they are made of plaited bamboo, unadorned generally.
A curious circumstance came under our notice on one occasion.
We had been attacked by night, but had driven off our assailants,
and burned their village which was hard by our camp. We remained
in that camp for some days, till peace was concluded, but before
that occurred we had to repel a second attack, this time by day, and
I noticed that most of our assailants had fastened pieces of the stem
of the plantain, or banana tree, to the exterior of their shields. A
Khasia orderly I had with me explained that this had been done in
accordance with an idea prevalent among his own people, and
probably among most of the hill tribes ignorant of the exact nature
of fire-arms, that a bullet is a piece of fire, whose effect can be
counteracted by causing it to pass through a wet substance. Hence
these shields of plantain stalks which contain a very large amount
of moisture. How fatal this error, several Nagas proved. The spears
and daos among the Rengmahs, Sehmahs, &c., are very similar in
appearance and size to those of the Angamis, some slight peculiarity
in the shape of the spear occasionally indicating the tribe using it.
We find among these non-kilted tribes very good bows and cross-
bows of bamboo, carrying long iron-headed arrows, which are
seldom poisoned. A Naga once told Lieutenant Holcombe that it
was not at all the correct thing to use a poisoned arrow, unless,
indeed, it was fired at a woman.

A peculiarity among all these non-kilted tribes, which again
distinguishes them from the Angami, is the presence in their villages
of a conspicuous building called the Bachelor’s House (found also
among the Garos). In the larger villages we find two or three of
these houses in each village. In these live all the young men of the
village, from the age of puberty till such time as they marry and
set up a house for themselves. Among the Rengmahs, Lhotas, &c.,
the bachelor’s house is not a very imposing-looking building, being
only rather longer than the other houses in the village, all of
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which are small and poor as compared with those of most other
tribes.

A practice common to all, though, as we have seen, not adopted
by the Angami, is that of raising the house above the ground on
posts or piles of bamboo. The house is divided generally into a
front room, the floor of which is the ground itself, and here is the
fireplace. Then we come to a room occupying the rest of the house,
the floor of which is raised, and beyond the house is a small raised
platform, a continuation of the floor, on which many of the house-
hold duties are performed, and where vegetables are dried, &c. The
walls and floor of the house are of bamboo matting, with thatched
roofs. The crops are generally stored in rows of small raised houses
just outside the villages. The hills here present long narrow ridges,
along which are built the villages, the ridge itself forming the main
street, and all the houses built on either side facing inwards. This
plan of letting the front of the house rest on the ground, and running
it out to the back on piles, does away with the necessity for levelling
sites, and renders the houses more airy, though the smoke and dirt
which thickly cover the interior of the houses, walls, and roof alike,
render them anything but pleasant habitations to anyone more
fastidious than a Naga. The fortifications of the Rengmahs, Lhotas,
and Sehmahs are not so elaborate as those of the Angami villages,
though they are capable at times of making a very good defence.
The principal object in the centre of the village is the large sacred
tree, on which are placed the heads of enemies taken in battle.

A few words concerning the manner of cultivating will suffice for
all these non-kilted tribes, as it differs but slightly among them all.
The process commonly known as ‘Jooming’, from the word ‘Joom’,
a field, a local term, consists in simply cutting down and burning the
jungle on a hillside, and then cultivating on the natural slope of the
ground thus cleared, instead of terracing as with the Angamis. These
fields are of course not irrigated, and the fallen and charred timber is
generally allowed to remain in the fields, lying across the slope, and
helps to retain the soil which might otherwise be washed away
during the rains. This mode of cultivating is common to the Lushais,
Garos, all Nagas (except the Angamis) and across the Brahmaputra,
the Miris, Mishmis, &c. I have previously referred to the crops
raised by the Nagas generally, and also the cattle and domestic
animals common to them.
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Passing along the hills in a north-easterly direction from the
tribes just described, we come next to those known by the Assamese
names of Hatigorias, Dupdorias, and Assiringias!. The principal
differences between these three are linguistic, and although all are
superior to the Lhotas in physique, manner, bearing, and in the
gencral well-to-do appearance of their villages, yet the Hatigorias
bear off the palm in all these characteristics. Both men and women
are, next to the Angamis, the best built, and most pleasing, perhaps,
of the Naga tribes, with the exception of the inhabitants of the
Yangmun valley. The Hatigoria women are remarkable for their
good looks, many retaining them even in middle age. The dress of
the three tribes is the same, consisting, for the males, of the small
loin cloth, tied at the back, one end being brought round between
the legs, and drawn up under the waistbelt, falls in front in a broad
flap. These cloths are of various colours and patterns, and the
Dupdorias fix small strips of brass in clusters down the edges of the
flap, to give additional weight. The apron already described is also
worn in full dress. The general decorations are the same as for the
Rengmahs, &c. viz., the bearskin coronet (common also to the
Angamis), cotton-wool bindings for the hair, and puffs for the ears,
necklaces, &c. One ornament is peculiar to them, a defensive
ornament for the chest. It is a long flat strip of wood about 15 inches
long, narrow in the middle, but broadening towards the ends, and
covered with coloured cane-work, cowries or white seeds, and
adorned with a fringe of long red hair. It is worn on the chest
suspended by a string round the neck. Two broad red and blue
sashes also fringed with hair support at the back the dao, and a
small bucket for carrying panjis. The spears are similar to those
already described. The daos are similar to those of the Angamis,
but among the Assiringias is found an approach to the long hair-
tufted handles and broad blades common among the more eastern
tribes. The shields are small, and either of cane-work or of thin
pieces of wood or hide painted black with white circles and spots
on the front, and occasionally decorated with plumes. The Assirin-
gias wear, in war-dress, tall conical helmets, adorned with boars’
tusks, and two straight plumes of hair, one on each side, leaving
the apex of the helmet bare. The clothes of these three tribes are

! Phom immigrants into Ao territory.
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many coloured, dark blue, with red and white stripes, or dark blue
only, or red only, &c., and are frequently adorned with tufts of
crimson and white hair sewn in rows at intervals along the stripes
of the cloth.

The women’s dress consists of a small petticoat of dark blue, a
cloth of the same colour being thrown over the shoulders. They
wear large brass rings on each brow, supported by a string passing
round the head. Sometimes these rings pass through the upper
portion of the ear, but generally they simply hang on the temples.
The lobe of the ear supports large thick oval or oblong-shaped pieces
of a crystal obtained from the plains. The women all tattoo slightly:
fine lines are drawn on the chin, the outer ones being tattooed from
the corners of the mouth; the front of the throat has a few crossed
lines on it, three arrow-headed lines are tattooed on each breast,
running up to the shoulders, and a fine diamond pattern runs down
the centre of the stomach. The calf of the leg, from about 3 inches
below the knee, is also tattooed with diagonal lines (like cross
gathering): they also, like Khasia women, frequently wear cotton
gaiters. The wrists are also tattooed with stars and stripes. The
women’s necklaces, are, as usual, beads or large pieces of shells
strung on cotton.

Men, women, and children all smoke pipes similar to those
described earlier.

The villages, as a rule, occupy the most commanding points along
the ridges, and the approaches to them are exceedingly pretty.
Broad roads, bordered with grass and low shrubs lead up through
avenues of fine trees to the main entrance, which is generally very
strongly guarded by two or three panjied ditches running right
across the ridge and stockaded on the inner bank. The stockades
are strongly built of a double line of posts supporting a wall of
interlaced bamboo, and are capable of offering a good resistance.
The outermost ditch is generally about 200 or 300 yards from the
village, the second being situated between it and the one surround-
ing the village. The gate through the stockade of this last ditch into
the village is cut out of one huge block, and is frequently 4 or 5 feet
broad and 6 feet high. A large gable roof is constructed over it,
giving it a great resemblance to our old lychgates. Look-outs are
built commanding the entrances, and in some cases little huts are
constructed in large trees outside the most advanced stockades
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on the main roads, communications being preserved with the
interior by means of long ladders and causeways. Passing through
the gate into the village we find ourselves before the ‘morang’, or
bachelor’s house, a large and most peculiar looking building,
appearing to be all roof, which springs from a small back gabled
wall of bamboo about 5 feet high, and 6 or 7 feet broad. The ridge
rises rapidly from this to the front, till it attains a height from the
ground of 25 or 30 feet, the eaves resting on the ground on either
side. The front is closed in with a semicircular wall of thatch, a small
door about 4 feet high giving admittance to the building, which, as
this is generally the only opening, is necessarily somewhat dark.
As the eye gets accustomed to the gloom, though, we find that the
house is divided into two parts by a low wall formed of a log of
wood over which a thick bamboo mat is stretched. One-half of the
house has a matted floor, and is provided with a hearth and planked
sleeping places round it, and here the young men live ; but the other
half is unfloored and is intended for the reception of casual visitors
dropping in for a chat. We also make out that the principal uprights
are carved with large figures of men, elephants, tigers, and lizards
&c., roughly painted with black, white, and a reddish brown.
Arranged round the walls are skulls of men and animals, and skilful

Naga morang
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imitations of them made by cutting and painting old gourds. The
ridge of the ‘morang’ projects a few feet in front and is ornamented
with small straw figures of men-and tufts of straw. Outside each
‘morang’ is a large platform of logs of wood on which the young
men and their friends sit and smoke through the day, and hard by
is an open shed, in which stands the big drum, formed out of the
trunk of a huge tree hollowed out, and elaborately carved and painted
in front, after the manner of the figure-head of a ship: it is furnished
at the other end with a straight tail. The drum is raised from the
ground on logs of wood. It is sounded by letting a heavy piece of
wood fall against it, and by beating it with double headed clubs,
This drum calls the villagers together for war, or is beaten on festive
occasions and gives forth a deep booming sound. Sometimes when
an attack is expected from some neighbouring village, the drum is
beaten at intervals throughout the night, in the hope that if the
attacking party is on the way to the village it will, on hearing the
drum sounding, consider that the villagers are on the alert and
return home. In large villages there are two and even three ‘ morangs’
with their neighbouring drums. The other houses in the village are
large and long, the front part resting on the ground, the back, as
usual, being supported on bamboo piles, with platforms at the back
and sides, in which many of the household duties are performed.
There is a large open verandah in front, and the interior is divided
into two or three rooms. The Hatigoria houses are the largest and
best built, and are arranged most regularly, and closely adjacent on
either side of long streets. The front gables project considerably,
those of opposite houses nearly meeting over the roadway. In front
of the houses are rows of skulls, and in one or two of the front of
the verandahs we notice rows of curiously carved and painted posts
about 3 feet high. These, we are told, are put up on the occasion
of the owner of the house giving a big feast, and thereby proclaiming
himself a man of substance. A village contains from 200 to 500
houses.

The bodies of the dead are wrapped in mats and disposed on
platforms roofed over and fenced in. All the personal decorations
and clothes of the deceased, his shield &c., are arranged about the
platform or fence. The ground around is sometimes panjied as a
protection against the attacks of wild animals. The gourds and other
domestic utensils belonging to the deceased are suspended from this
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platform for his use in the next world, holes being made in them
to render them useless to any who might otherwise be tempted to
steal them in this world. These bodies are placed in groups on either
side of the road between the two outer stockades, and consequently
it is not always pleasant travelling along this road. Outside one
village, called Boralangi, we saw the body of a young man only a
few hours dead stretched on a small ‘maichan’ without any covering
except his cloth. This circumstance, and the fact that he was lying
far from the regular resting place of the dead, excited our curiosity
and we were informed that he and another man from the next
village had been at Boralangi the day before to attend a merry
meeting, and had made too merry with the Naga liquor: in conse-
quence of which, the night being dark and the path just outside the
stockade a narrow and tortuous one amid a forest of long panjis,
he had tripped and fallen, and a panji had passed right through
him from side to side below the ribs, and he had died a few hours
later. My informant added that men who died violent deaths in this
way by accident were simply tied upon the spot where they fell,
without covering or ornament, as their death is attributed to their
having incurred the special disfavour of their gods. This custom
obtains among many of the tribes.

The Hatigorias, as road engineers, far surpass their neighbours.
Their roads are constructed with due regard to the easiest gradients,
and are not carried up and down over every little hillock. The steeper
parts are stepped and paved to prevent the rain washing channels in
them, and in the gentler gradients cuts are made across the road at
every change of inclination or direction in the most scientific manner
to carry off the water down the hill-side. Among some of the other
tribes the Lhotas, for example, the paths are narrow, never avoid
obstacles and often seem made expressly to carry off the drainage
of the country around. The mode of repairing them when the
narrow path has been worn into a deep furrow, is to fill the latter
with long tree trunks, the wobbling of which, and the steep slope
at which they are often laid, making them very unsafe.

We pass on now to the tribes lying to the north-east of these we
have just been considering, and they may be designated as the tribes
inhabiting the hills bordering the Sibsagor district. Here we again
find several villages similar in every way to their neighbours, yet
occupied by naked Nagas, and we find tattooing beginning to appear
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among the men, though not as yet on the face; only slightly on the
arms and breast, a few fine lines running up from the navel and
diverging on either side over the breast. The women’s legs are
tattooed below the knee with a cross gartering, and some have a
cross tattooed on their stomachs, the navel being the centre and the
arms of the cross all equal, the pattern of each arm being a long
narrow oval bordered by two diverging lines four or five inches long,
These naked Nagas are, as a rule, fine looking people, fair as to
colour, and with some claim to good looks. The men’s heads are
shaved with the exception of a long tuft from the crown to the
forehead, over which it lies. They wear nothing beyond belts of
straw very tightly twisted round their waists. The women wear a
strip of cloth about a foot wide round the hips, the upper part of
the body being unclothed like the Garo women; they wear in-
numerable brass rings on the right arm, and the usual bead and
shell necklaces. Both men and women chew pan to a great extent.
The neighbouring Nagas differ only from this naked tribe by wear-
ing a small waist cloth or rather flap made of a woody fibre woven
into a coarse cloth. A few clothes thrown loosely over the shoulders
are, of course, worn in cold weather.

A general description of the villages, &c., will suffice for all here.
The plan of the village is somewhat similar to that of the Hatigorias,
&c., except that the fortifications are not so elaborate. The ‘ Morangs’
(bachelors’ houses) are much more elaborately carved and orna-
mented than in any other part of the hills: figures of elephants, deer,
tigers, &c., being carved on all the principal uprights, and, in some,
life-sized figures of men and women, clothed and tattooed after life.
The weather boards are carved with figures of birds and fishes, and
painted in great detail with red, black, and white stripes, circles,
and dots. The morangs are divided into three parts: first, the front
verandah enclosed at the sides; second, the body of the house,
containing the sleeping apartments and store-room on either side
of a central passage (each sleeping room contains four planked bed
places arranged in twos like the berths of a ship, one above the
other, on either side of a small fireplace); third, a large room open
to the small back verandah, this room contains a fireplace with a
few planks as seats around it, and is floored with immense hollowed
beams. In the back verandah, which has a low circular roof, are
hung all the trophies of war and of the chase. The big drum is also
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kept here. A curious custom prevails in this district of decorating
the skulls of enemies taken in battle with a pair of horns, either
buffalo or methual, and failing these, with wooden imitations of
them.

The houses in these villages are similar to those already described
being raised from the ground, the ridges instead of being straight
are hog-backed. They are very closely packed on either side of long
streets, the eaves touching, and the projecting front gable-ends of
opposite houses often overlapping each other: the result is that
even in the middle of the brightest day the streets are wrapped in
gloom so great as to make it difficult to distinguish objects in the
front verandahs, the few flecks of sunlight which fall upon the road-
way here and there only serving to make the darkness greater. In
the front verandah of some of the houses is a small enclosed room
containing a bed and fireplace.

When an old woman is left a widow and without a home, her son
(or nearest relation) provides her with this little chamber. Here, as
I think very generally in these hills, a youth having taken a fancy to
a girl, either of his own or neighbouring village, has to serve in her
parents’ house for a certain time, varying from one to two or more
years according to agreement, before he can marry her, as was
Jacob’s case. Outside the villages, within a circle of staves surround-
ing two trees supporting a small platform, the harvest festivals take
place. Large quantities of garlic are grown in these villages in small
fenced gardens, panjis studding the ground between the plants.

In some villages the skull trophies are not placed in the morang,
but are placed in the front verandah, decorated as usual with horns.
The eldest brother in a family, in addition to his own trophies gets
the skulls taken by his brothers, also to decorate his portals. Many
of the verandahs contain a number of Y-shaped posts carved with
human figures and methua heads. These signify that the occupant
of the house has been the giver of a big feast.

The dead are sometimes as at Tablung, &c., wrapped tightly up
in mats, and, resting in a long canoe-shaped cradle of wood, the
ends projecting and carved, are placed among the upper branches
of big trees just outside the villages. In other parts they are placed
in small houses, the beaks at the end of the coffin projecting through

'In Assamese mithun.— N.K.R.
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the front of the house. A small window is left at the side, I believe
for the convenience of the dead man’s spirit. These dead-houses,
unlike the custom obtaining among the other tribes, are not outside
the stockade, but actually within the village precincts, close to the
dwellings; so in order to obviate any unpleasantness from the newly
dead, fires are lighted in front of their resting places, the fuel being
chaff and rice straw, which smoulders slowly, a plentiful supply of
smoke being obtained by heaping over the fire a pile of green boughs
and leaves.

The men of this tribe tattoo on the chest after taking their first
head. The pattern consists of four lines which spring from the navel
diverging as they ascend, and turn off into two large concentric
curves over each breast, the lines broadening out to about one inch
in width at the middle of the curves. The tattooing is done by scrap-
ing the skin with a dao, a sharp stone, and rubbing in very finely
pounded rice. The colouring matter is the juice of a berry which is
crushed over the powdered rice and leaves an indelible black stain.

In the valley of the Yangmun river is an interesting tribe of whom
I should like to have learned more than we did, but our time and
our supplies were running short, and we could not remain to explore
more than the entrance of the valley. The men are tall, well built,
and in many cases handsome. Their dress and accoutrements are
similar to those of their brethren farther east whom I shall describe
directly : their hair is dressed in a similar manner to that of the naked
Nagas, i.e., cut close everywhere except on the top of the head,
where a thick tuft falls over the forehead, another long tuft hanging
behind from the crown, the latter twisted up into a tail with a band
of grass.

There is very little, frequently no tattooing among these men till
they approach the naked Nagas and adjoining tribes, when a little
tattooing on the face and limbs is observable. The women in the
Yangmun valley have a very peculiar mode of cutting their hair: it
is kept so closely cut as only to leave a dark shade on the head: a
narrow space on each side of the head being shaved perfectly clean
from the temple to the crown. They wear very little clothing, a small
belt of very fine leather thongs, to which in front are attached the
upper corners of a long, narrow slip of cloth about 30 inches long
and 6 inches broad ; from this point it falls perfectly free and loosely
round the loins and buttocks.
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Very quaint designs are carved in slight relief on the planks form-
ing the front walls and doors of the houses, the designs being further
brought out by a judicious use of black, brownish red, yellow, and
white pigments. The dead are placed on a ‘maichan’ raised about
4 feet from the ground, and covered with a low roof which gradually
tapers out in front for about 20 or 30 feet.

They build a large number of granaries in their fields for the
reception of the crops when first gathered. These houses are long
low structures on piles, having their roofs tapered up for a consider-
able length, at one end only, or at both. These curious buildings,
dotting the bare hill-sides, and standing out against the dark red
soil, look at a distance exactly like huge crocodiles lying about.
Another striking feature in the landscape is a curious erection seen
near most villages, which is visible a very long way off. It looks at a
distance like a large silver chevron?! turned upside down. It is made of
split pieces of wood with the white face turned outwards, placed
close together vertically, and fastened to large curves of cane or
bamboo, suspended between three trees: the whole length varies
from 40 to 50 fect, and the average width is 6 feet, widening to 12
feet in the centre. We could not arrive at the meaning of these
erections as we were here quite beyond interpretation; but they
were always put up facing towards a village with which their builders
were at war : there was no idea of fortification about them.

In one village here we saw a very fine stone viaduct across a small
ravine 50 feet in length and 20 feet in height with a most scientific
culvert through it. As we leave the Angamis and proceed eastwards,
we find the spears and shields getting smaller and the daos getting
larger till we reach in Yangmun and its neighbourhood the largest
sized dao, the blade being triangular in shape, 14 foot long, 14 inches
broad at the handle, and about 4 inches at the end. The handle is
long. Bows and crossbows are common cverywhere.

We now come to the tribes in the Jaipur district, including the
men of Ninu, &c., who were concerned in the outrage on the Survey
Party in February, 1875, when in the incredibly brief space of a
couple of minutes, Lieutenant Holcombe and 80 men were most

! This probably represents, according to Dr Hutton, the rainbow as the bridge
by which spirits from the sky come down to earth. It may perhaps be put up to
fetch back the lost soul of a man killed in warfare from the enemy village which
has taken his head.— N.X.R.
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treacherously murdered, and fifty-one others wounded, out of a
total of 197 all told: the remainder of whom only escaped by the
bravery and presence of mind of Captain Badgley, the Survey Officer,
who, though severely wounded by cuts on both legs and arms,
brought them safely away after a four days’ march through the hills,
carrying the wounded out with him. For this service I believe he has
received not so much as even the thanks of Government.

The men are of average height and nearly all well made and well
developed, and, as in the case with all their tribes, their complexion
comprises every shade of brown. They would be good looking as
a rule, but for the tattooing which in some cases, when done heavily,
makes their faces almost black ; in others the tattooing is blue, and
then the bare portion of the face, especially in those of fair com-
plexion, appears pink by contrast. The tattooing on the face is called
ak and consists of four continuous lines carried across the forehead
round and underneath the eyes up to the nose, back over the cheeks,
and round the corners of the mouth to the chin: rows of spots
follow the outside lines, and two lines mark out the nose in a large
diamond space. Some tribes, the Mutanias and Sermamens, do not
tattoo much on the body, but their thighs are tattooed with various
patterns; others, the Borduarias and Namsangias are not tattooed
at all on the face, but their shoulders, wrists, bodies and thighs are
covered with devices.

All the men of these tribes dress their hair in a similar fashion,
i.e., it is shaved just above the ears, the remainder being taken back
off the forehead and face, and tied in a knot behind ; through this
knot are passed curved strips of horn carrying waves of red and
white or black hair. Some men have a small moustache, but few
show anything like a beard.

As we proceed eastwards from the Angamis we find a taste for
helmets gradually developing, and it culminates among the tribes
now under consideration. The helmet is conical in shape and made
of plaited cane, either plain or having patterns of coloured straw
worked over it. A large plume of black or red hair passes over the
helmet from front to rear, and long horns, carrying large feathers
or tufts of hair, spring from the sides. Some helmets are covered
with leopard or bear skin. Another headdress is a circular band of
coloured cane and straw ornamented with bits of a large shell and
a fringe of hog’s hair which lies on the forehead. Their ear ornaments
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are generally strings of beads pendant from a piece of shell fitted to
the ear, and terminating in long tufts of hair which fall over the
chest. They have another pretty one made of alternate tufts of red,
white, and black hair, radiating from a centre of yellow straw work,
which is fixed in the lobe of the ear.

From the shoulders to the elbows the men encase their arms in
many rings of red and yellow cane, very large at the shoulder,
gradually decreasing towards the elbow: these give an appearance
of great breadth to their shoulders, an effect which is heightened by
the bands of black or yellow cane which are drawn tightly round
the waist. These canes are of great length: one man had as many as
19 turns round his waist giving a total length of cane over 40 feet.
Large belts, very broad at the back, fastening in front, and made of
plates of polished brass or of coloured cane and cowries are also
worn. A broad piece of blue cloth hangs from the waist ornamented
with red fringes and rows of white seeds. On the wrists are worn
deep bracelets of cowries, and below the knee strings of the same
are also tied. All these decorations, as I have before remarked, are
intended to be defensive as well as ornamental.

These Nagas are very skilful in devising little adornments from
palm-leaves, making coronets, wristbands, and anklets of them. A
curious custom prevails at a village called Voka, and probably also
among the neighbouring villages: it is this—that till a young man
is married he goes perfectly naked, but he at once adopts a waist
cloth when he takes a wife. Every man carries about with him a
small basket, a bag for his food, pan, &c. At one village every man
carried against his apron a small bamboo cup full of live embers of
sago palm bark placed in a layer of sand. This was for the purpose
of supplying a pipe-light at any time, I was told. The weather was
warm, so that it was not to supply heat to their bodies, as is done
in a similar way in Cashmere in cold weather.

The women of these Eastern tribes are short in stature, and their
figures are rather remarkable for strength than beauty. The shoulders
are tattooed with diamond patterns, three horizontal lines are taken
across the body above the breasts, between which eight lines go
down to the waist narrowing gradually to a point: the navel is the
centre of a Maltese cross, each arm about five inches long consists
of three lines with a pointed finial. The leg tattoo is drawn with an
admirable sense of fitness, that on the thighs consisting of close
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vertical lines and on the calves of horizontal lines, a small break
occurring in each on the shin bone: this has the effect of increasing
the apparent rotundity of the legs below the knees.

The operation of tattooing is sometimes attended with fatal
results. I was once asked to visit a poor little girl about ten years old
whose legs had been tattooed a few days before. The operation had
resulted in inflammation and mortification of the limbs. I went into
the house where the poor little thing—sad votary of fashion—lay
screaming with pain, The sores were dreadful, both legs apparently
rotting away below the knee. I was only passing through the village,
my camp being some miles away and could do little for her, and I
fear she died a painful death. Fashion, whether in tight lacing or
tattooing, claims its victims all over the world.

The dress of the women consists principally of a very small petti-
coat 26 inches long and 6 inches deep, ornamented with bells, beads,
and shells; this only comes a little more than half-way round the
body leaving the right thigh bare,—it is attached at the ends and
middle to a string passing round the waist. Sometimes a small cloth
is worn on the shoulders. Many strings of beads fall low over the
breasts. Small fillets of coloured straw adorn their brows, and
massive white metal rings are worn above the elbow. Their ear
ornaments are small strings of beads passed through various holes.

The arms are, as usual, the dao, spear and crossbow. The first is
a most formidable weapon, the blade triangular, about 8 incheslong,
straight at the back, and 4 inches wide at the top, narrowing gra-
dually towards the handle, which is 2 feet long and ornamented with
tufts of coloured hair; sometimes there is a semicircular projection
at the back of the blade. The spears are not such handsome or
formidable weapons as those further west, due probably to the fact
that the dao, and not the spear, is here the principal weapon of
offence. The spear heads are small, and the shaft, though short and
slender, is strongly made of bamboo and decorated with red and
black hair in various fashions. The shield is small, about 4 feet long
by 2 feet wide, made of buffalo hide decorated along the upper edge
with a fringe of red hair, and on the face with some tassels of grass.
Every man carries in a small basket or horn at his back a supply of
panjies. Some wear a kind of defensive armour in the shape of a
leathern corset, which overlaps on the chest, and is kept up by means
of straps which pass over the shoulders.
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Gongs, which probably come indirectly from Burmah, are largely
used by these tribes, and they cast bells in little clay moulds, the
material being apparently a kind of gunmetal, and occasionally
brass. The women carry long iron walking staves foliated at the
upper end. Another lighter and prettier walking-stick among the
Yangmun people is made of sago palm, decorated with brass rings
and furnished with an iron spike.

The villages are not always well placed for defence against rifles,
being commanded from some neighbouring height ; but some, such
as Bor Bansang, Senua, Niao, &c., are exceedingly well placed,
occupying the highest points of the ridges on which they stand, and
commanding all the approaches to them. The defences consist of
double stockades made of interlaced bamboo and cane, with
panjied ditches.

The houses are generally scattered up and down without any
attempt at order, and are half hidden among the trees, which are
not, as elsewhere, cut down to clear a village site such only being
felled as interfere with the houses: these are built on the unlevelled
ground, the floor being carried out to the rear on piles, the back
verandah being frequently 20 or 30 feet from the ground. The house
is divided into an entrance hall, where the owner’s weapons hang,
also skulls of animals taken in the chase, and beyond are several
small apartments, terminating with a large open verandah. The
principal uprights project some two or three feet through the ridge
of the roof| this portion of each post being thatched to keep the rain
from trickling through into the house. This thatch is ingeniously
worked into figures of men, &c. The reason given for this projection
of the posts is that, as the part below the ground decays, it can be
cut off and the post lowered without damage to the house.

The Vangam’s, i.e. headman’s house, is always very large, and
built on the most level site in the village. It is generally about 200
feet long by 40 or 50 feet broad, and contains two large halls, one
at either end, the intervening space being divided up into several
apartments and store-rooms arranged on either side of a central
passage. Each of the women’s apartments has its own door of exit,
and small verandah. On one side of the entrance hall is the drum
—similar to that of the Hatigorias. Opposite the drum is the rice
pounder, a long log squared, with small holes, in which the rice is
pounded out from the husks., The other hall is kept as an audience
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hall, where the chief receives his friends. It has a raised and matted
floor, the rest of the house being on the bare ground. This hall
opens into a large verandah; every house is furnished with a few
small stools on short legs, and one or two large beds, which, with
their legs and a bolster, are carved out of one log. Tables made of
cane work shaped like huge inverted wine glasses, and about two
and a half feet high, are used at meal times. In each village are one
or two ‘morangs’, in which are kept the skull trophies, placed in
rows in a large sloping tray on the verandah. At Bor Mutan there
were 210 bleached skulls arranged thus.

Between two villages we saw by the roadside a small table raised
eight feet from the ground and approached on either side by a broad
wooden ramp. We were told that here peace is concluded between
the two villages after a war. The chiefs walking up, each from his
own side, meet face to face on opposite sides of the table and
exchanging chungas (bamboo mugs) of wine, drink to each other,
and thus declare peace. On the road to Niao we saw on the ground
a curious mud figure of a man in slight relief presenting a gong in
the direction of Senua; this was supposed to show that the Niao
men were willing to come to terms with Senua, then at war with
Niao. Another mode of evincing a desire to turn away the wrath of
an approaching enemy, and induce him to open negotiations, is to
tie up in his path a couple of goats, sometimes also a gong, with the
universal symbol of peace, a palm leaf planted in the ground hard
by.

The dead are wrapped in mats and placed on platforms under
small roofs, which are decorated with cloths and streamers, and
have at each end a tall figure of wood dressed, painted, and tattooed
after the manner of the men of the village, and carrying imitation
spears and daos; gourds, baskets, &c., being suspended above. At
some villages the tombs are enclosed in small sheds with doors and
are regular family vaults. These tombs are all just outside the villages.
Cairns of stones are also erected, where the heads of departed
villagers, decorated with shells, beads, and bells are collected, earthen
jars filled with the smaller bones being arranged beside the skulls.
Each head is decorated so as to preserve its individuality.

In my paper on the Angamis I have said all that we know, orf
that I, at any rate, know, of the religion of the Nagas. I feel how
meagre these papers of mine are, and how much more might be
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said about the Nagas and their peculiar customs, but I trust that I
have said enough to show what a very interesting field of study these
hills afford, and what a pleasant life the surveyor’s was there, each
day’s march bringing something new before him, with just enough
suspicion of danger to tinge his work with excitement. Personally,
I shall never regret the few seasons spent in those hills, and the many
pleasant memories they have left to me of work done and dangers
shared with men I loved and honoured.

DISCUSSION

Colonel H. Godwin-Austen said that it was very remarkable to
note in the Naga Hills the very short distances that have to be
traversed, where the language is so changed that these village com-
munities can scarcely understand each other. No doubt the constant
state of hostility with their neighbours in which they live leads to
this state of things, and the speaker could testify to all that the
author had said as to the difficulties caused intentionally by the
interpreters whom we have to employ, and who often are the cause
of hostile attitude by the exaggerated reports they spread. He
remarked that goitre is a disease equally local in the north-west
Himalayas as in the Naga Hills, where it is often found in one
valley affecting the greater number of the population, while it is
quite absent in another valley close by. The patterns of the cloths
being distinctive of the different clans, the speaker mentioned that
it is still more interesting to state that the devices on their shields
are also well known, and by which they distinguish friend from foe
at long distances, and are veritable coats of arms. The placing of
broken gourds on tombs is no doubt symbolical of death, and they
are always placed with the mouth downwards. In the West Khasi
Hills, on the tombs of women and girls, the cotton spindle she has
wound are hung on the sides broken in half. The Lalus, a small
clan in the North Jaintia Hills, place their dead in open coffins,
raised several feet above the ground, which are left in this position
after the dead body is taken out and burnt close by. The similarity
of the pendant piece of wood hung from the waist, as shown in the
drawing of the girl of the village of Chopnu to what the speaker had
seen on a Buddhist sculpture in the valley of Kashmir is remarkable,
He obtained one at the village of Bijbihara on the Jhelum, which

6
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had just been dug out, and which he afterwards gave to the Museum
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal in Calcutta.

Mr Hyde Clarke, in responding to Col. Godwin-Austen’s observa-
tions as to the diversity of languages, proposed another explanation.
Thus for monkey there were four words, for elephant three. That
these were not of local origin could be proved by tracing their
affinities elsewhere, and then we find the four forms for monkey,
takwi, simai, veh, and suchi,
represented as tekawu, dsima,
wai, and tsakar; the forms for
elephant, lokniu, puok, and
shiti, appearing as wulonga,
opowo, and ndshogo. So in
like way for many other
words, as tiger, cow, goat,
fish, head, ear, hair, mouth,
hand, bone, blood, sun, moon,
star, day, night, to-day, to-
morrow, no, not, I, we, thou,
you, he, they. Indeed, wher-
ever tested, the general results
were the same. Not only was
this found to be so as to dis-
similar roots, but as to dialec-
tic variations for the ma and
nak of not, for the masi and
, nasi of cow. These facts serve

Wife of Soibang, Vangam of Chopnu to show the position of the

(Bor Mutan) Naga languages, and to throw

light on the early Naga his-

tory. The languages must be those of tribes, forming a league before
the occupation of the Naga country, and becoming diversified or
distinguished after occupation, not being variants from one original
stock. Another result is this, that languages belong to much higher
culture than that now prevailing among the Nagas, and to a very
ancient culture. The relation is to the group which included the
Akkad, the Khita, and all that the speaker had described as Khitoid.
One curious parallel in this way is with the Eten or Eteng of Peru,
a similar isolated population. The languages are not those of
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populations in the present condition of the Nagas, but of higher
populations and apparently of a white race.

The Nagas represent sections of populations governed by a former
dominant race driven up into the mountains, and there is no reason
to assume that the Nagas are descendants of the dominant race, or
that they have not been affected by the intermarriage or immigration
of the neighbouring races. They transmit in all probability the
languages of the races which gave the earliest culture to India,
antecedent to the Kolarians and the Dravidians. There is not much
difficulty in fixing this, as the ancient river and town names of India
preserved by the classic geographers conform to those found in
other parts of Asia and in Europe, occupied by corresponding
dominant populations, and which names are consequently anterior
to the Aryans. The Naga languages are invaluable for investigations
in pre-historic philology and archaeology, and in this sense the
tables of Colonel Woodthorpe are of more than local importance.

The President, Colonel Keating, and Professor Flower also joined
in the discussion.

Colonel Woodthorpe, replying to the President and Colonel
Keating, said that the only terraced fields are those belonging to the
Angami Nagas. They were described in the previous paper. There
are salt wells in many parts of the hills. The water is simply evapo-
rated in small earthern pans over fires, and the rough salt collected
and made up into small cakes enclosed in a case of bamboo leaves.

THE NAGA TRIBES
(W. Robinson, A Descriptive Account of Asam, 1841, pp. 380-98)

THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD NAGA IS UNKNOWN; but it has been
supposed by some to have been derived from the Sanskrit word,
737 and applied in derision to the people, from the paucity of
their clothing ; but there seems little foundation for this etymological
derivation, as the term has never been known to be applied by the
Bengalees to either the Khassias or Garos, with whom they were
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far better acquainted than with the Nagas; and besides, the Garos
especially are habitually accustomed to a greater degree of nudity
than any of the Naga tribes with whom we are acquainted. Whatever
be the origin of the word Naga, it appears that the appellation is
entirely unknown to any of the hill tribes themselves. The inhabitants
of these hills are divided into numerous communities or races; and
they know themselves by the designations of their respective tribes
only, and not by any name common to all the races.

There, however, appears to be some mark by which these tribes
are distinguished from their neighbours, and some common ties by
which they are all bound together as one people, though possibly at
present divided into tribes by a diversity of dialects. In all probability,
this common tie may have descended to all the present tribes, from
the great aboriginal stock by which the hills were first peopled. Other
races may from time to time have entered, and taken refuge in the
hills, bringing with them their own dialects; but they may have
probably amalgamated with the old stock in habits and manners,
and above all, in religious superstitions; and these last especially,
may form the great connecting link of all the Nagas, and the cause
of separation from other hill tribes.

Though constantly at war amongst themselves, and using dialects
so different that two adjoining tribes cannot converse together,
except through the medium of a third dialect common to both; yet
they are said to intermarry and form connexions and alliances with
each other, which they do not do with tribes not belonging to the
Naga community.

The Nagas also appear in general to be distinguished from their
neighbours by physical conformation; for though there is much
difference in this respect amongst them, yet they are in common,
remarkable for extremely coarse, savage countenances, and dull,
timid, heavy dispositions.

In some of their habits, all these tribes have a common resem-
blance. They are, moreover, all distinguished by their weapons, which
consist solely of javelins or spears.

So little is known of the dialects of the Nagas, that our present
information will not permit us, from this source, to form any judg-
ment respecting their descent. From the apparent diversity in their
languages, it may with probability be inferred, that many of the
tribes have not sprung from one common origin. . . . Thus whilst
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some of the tribes may have dialects derived from a common source,
others speak languages of a perfectly distinct stock.

A more general acquaintance with the people, and a more diligent
attention to their languages, it is hoped, will not long be wanting to
throw light on these interesting races. Already have two or three
members of the American Baptist Board of Foreign Missions
established themselves in the Naga hills, and have become so far
acquainted with the language of the tribe amongst whom they have
located themselves (the Namsangiyas), as to have been able to get
up a few elementary books in that dialect, and to open a school for
the education of the children. To the perseverance of these exemplary
men, in the great cause to which they have devoted their lives, we
shall soon be indebted for much and valuable information regarding
the Naga tribes in general, and the products of the hills which they
inhabit. It is further to be hoped, that by the blessing of Divine
Providence, through the efforts of these excellent men, the Nagas,
who from time immemorial have been the scorn and the prey of
their more civilized neighbours may shortly begin to emerge from
that dark barbarism which now renders the tribe of each hill an
enemy to that of the next, and has hitherto prevented an Alpine
tract of great natural resources and high fertility, from supporting
more than a very scanty population of savages, in a state of dis-
comfort and privation.

The rich and fertile valley of Manipur rests at an elevation of
2,500 feet above the sea; its extreme length is about thirty-six miles,
and average breadth eighteen. The Manipuris who inhabit this
valley, are not generally supposed to be connected with the great
family of the Nagas. We have, however, no certain information that
the Manipuri language bears no resemblance to that of any of the
Naga tribes, and the probability is, that more minute researches will
discover some traces of an affinity between them. The Rev. Mr Brown
of Jaipur, is of opinion, that there are some traces of a connexion
between the language of Manipur and that spoken by the Singphos.

The Manipuris have a written language, and are in all respects
far more advanced in the state of civilization than any of the Naga
tribes; which may in a great measure be owing to the advantage of
their locality admitting of regular cultivation, and affording the
necessary means of supporting its population in comparative
comfort.
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There are but a few of the great divisions of the Naga tribes
known to us; these are the Koong-juees, inhabiting the hills SW. of
Manipur; the Marams to the NW.; the Laohoopas and Ungkools
to the NE. and E.; and the Angamis north of the same valley. We
are, however, uncertain whether these terms are correctly applied
to any of these confederated tribes, or acknowledged by the people
themselves.

The Nagas connected with Asam are those occupying the northern
faces of the mountains now alluded to, and whose streams fall into
the Brahmahputra ; these all pass under the general name of Nagas
while those situated on the higher ranges, are known as the Abors,
or Abor Nagas.

The Nagas on the lower ranges are exceedingly jealous of the
profits arising from their connexion with the province, and there is
nothing which they more strenuously oppose, than the communica-
tion of the interior Nagas with the markets frequented by them ; and
the wish to prevent any interchange of a direct barter by the Abors
with the inhabitants of Asam, has been the cause of constant wars
between them. This spirit of jealousy prevails throughout all these
hills, and while the Abors are debarred from access to the markets
of Asam, the Nagas of the northern hills are prevented from trading
with Ava or Manipur.

East of the river Namsang, and between it and the boundary of
Asam, are several small Naga communities, who are now almost
reduced to the state of slaves by the more powerful Singphos, by
whom they appear to be greatly oppressed. Of late, however, the
progress of our paramount authority has interposed for their relief.
We are not aware, whether any Nagas are found further east; but
it seems probable that the Khunungs, who inhabit those mountains
whence the Irrawadi takes its rise, may also be Nagas, though this
general term is not applied to them.

Among those Naga tribes in communication with Asam, and
who deserve more particular notice, are the Namsangiyas, the
Borduriays or the Borduwarias, and the Panidawarias. These tribes
are in possession of brine springs of considerable value, and further
were always supposed to pay allegiance to the Rajas of Asam.

The circumstance of the Asam government having always raised
a revenue from the imported salt of the hills, and the dependence
of the Nagas on the Asam markets for the exchange of salt for grain
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and other articles, has contributed to a mutual good understanding
between the two people. The Naga hills have in consequence been
always accessible to the people of the plains; whilst the Nagas have
on their part, been always permitted access to the markets on the
frontier.

The taxes that have been till lately levied on the Naga salt have
been exceedingly heavy, and the manner in which they were imposed,
led to numerous exactions on the part of the tax-gatherers. The
individuals appointed to the collection of the taxes were in attendance
at the springs on the hills, as well as the markets below, and tolls
were levied by them both on the salt itself, and on the articles the
Nagas obtained in barter for the salt.

Lieutenant Brodie, now in charge of the Sibpur district, finding
the old system very oppressive to the people, abolished all the duties
to which they were subject, that on the salt excepted. The tax now
levied upon it consists in kind. The present receipts amount to 652
maunds 38 seers and 11 chittacks of salt, which at 5 rupees a maund,
the rate at which it has been sold, yields rupees 3,264:13 : 4. Deduct-
ing from this the monthly expenses, which amount to 120 rupees,
or rupees 1,440 annually, and the net return is rupees 1,824:13 :4,

The salt wells in the hills are for the most part the sole property
of the Nagas. In some of the wells, the former Asam government
obtained a joint property, the Nagas having a right to draw the brine
for a certain number of hours, and the government for an equal
period. Raja Purunder Sing found this right a very profitable one,
and a certain portion of his Pykes were allotted to the works. As
the Pyke system has since been abolished, and it would not in all
probability be so profitable under a system of hired labour, at least
without some more profitable mode of boiling the brine than is now
in use, the British government have not yet exercised their pre-
rogative in these wells. To some springs below the hills the govern-
ment have an exclusive right; but the jealousy of the Nagas induced
them, during the weakness of the late Asam government, to fill up
the wells and forcibly to prevent their being re-opened.

The Naga mode of manufacturing the salt is exceedingly rude,
and the process both slow and wasteful, so that the salt manufactured
by the Nagas, can scarcely compete with that imported from Bengal.
It is, however, to be hoped, that European speculators will shortly
be able to introduce a far more profitable mode of manufacturing



88 THE NAGAS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

the salt, which is the more likely to succeed, as the vicinity of several
coal beds will offer the means of evaporating the brine with greater
facility. The Nagas themselves are at present averse to any innova-
tions, and it is difficult to see what measures are to be taken even
for their own advantage, without giving them offence.

The Naga tribes already alluded to, gave the late government
considerable trouble, by the constant wars in which they were
engaged against each other. Between the Namsangiyas and the
Bordurias in particular, a deadly feud has long existed, which the
officers of the Asam Raja far from endeavouring to quell, had till of
late, by inflicting fines on both parties, made a fruitful source of
gain to themselves. Mr Sub-Assistant C. R. Strong was lately
deputed on a mission to their hills, for the purpose of inquiring into
the cause of their feuds, and if possible, to attempt a reconciliation.
This, it is hoped, he has effectually done, by engaging both parties
in a solemn agreement to abstain from further aggressions, and in
future to seek for a redress of their grievances, by a reference to the
British authorities.

Of the tribes of Nagas further west, we have no certain informa-
tion. These tribes are allowed free access to the hauts, or market-
places on the frontier, and most of them acknowledge allegiance to
the British government. During the reign of the Asam dynasty,
they were allowed the privilege of cultivating all the lands south of
the Dhudur-Alli, at a very trifling rent ; and in some parts along that
frontier the Nagas possess much valuable cultivation, and a few very
comfortable villages. Most of the inhabitants of these villages are
composed of refugee Asamese Pykes and slaves, who found protec-
tion here from the systematic oppressions they were subjected to in
their own villages.

From various causes of complaint, and chiefly, it is believed from
an attempt of Raja Purunder Sing to increase the taxes already
obtained from these tribes, or from a wish to bring under taxation
the Nagas who had long been exempt from it, the Naga tribes
between the Dikho and Disang rivers were, during the latter part
of his reign, in open hostility to his government, and committed
such fearful ravages on the bordering districts, as to stop all com-
munication by the roads, and force the ryots to remove from the
neighbourhood. But happily these disturbances have now ceased,
and tranquillity has once more been restored.
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To the west of the Dessai, and between that river and the Dhansiri,
the hills are inhabited by numerous and peaceful tribes of Nagas,
known to the Asamese by the name of Latoo Nagas. They frequent
the markets of Jorehat, Kachari-hat, and the hauts on the Dhansiri.

Further west, and on the hills betwixt the several streams of the
Dhansiri, are situated the Nagas of the great Angami community,
with whom the British government have lately been brought into
collision, in consequence of the constant aggressions of that tribe
upon the Kachari villages in the hills of northern Kachar. These
hills were transferred to Asam in consequence of these aggressions,
the superintendent of Kachar not possessing so ready an access to
them as is available to the authorities in Asam. The frequent atroci-
ties committed by these tribes, at length forced upon the British
government an immediate and powerful interference. Mr Sub-
Assistant Grange accordingly conducted two expeditions against
them, which it is presumed have had the desired effect. Intimidated
by these expeditions, the most powerful chieftains have sent in
messages, promising better behaviour, and sueing forbearance. A
third mission, and which it is hoped will be final, to be conducted
by Lieutenant Bigge, Principal Assistant in charge of Nowgong is
now about to proceed to their hills for the purpose of negotiating
with all the chiefs for terms of alliance and mutual friendly
communication.

Though the Angamis are a very powerful confederation, they
appear to have had no communication with the markets in Asam,
from which they were probably intercepted by the Latoo Nagas,
with whom they have been at constant war. Nor does it appear that
the Angamis had any immediate communication even with the
district of Kachar on the Jamuna. A small trade was, however,
maintained with them by means of the Kacharis, and some of the
Nagas of the lowest hills, who had been brought under subjection
by the Angamis. The rule of the Angami chiefs seems to have been
very oppressive; and many of the Nagas have been thereby driven
from their own villages, to seek an asylum on the Mikir hills, to the
west of the Dhansiri.

The country of the Angami Nagas had, previous to Mr Grange’s
expedition, been visited by Captains Jenkins, Pemberton, and
Gordon, in attempts to open a communication between Manipur
and Asam. The expeditions conducted by these officers have,
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however, been attended with no permanent results, partly from the
strenuous opposition made by the Angamis to any route being
opened through their country, and partly from the officers of the
British and the Manipuri governments taking different views of the
policy of the proposed measure, and not following up steadily
what their predecessors had begun.

The scanty information we at present possess of the Naga tribes,
is scarcely sufficient to admit of our dwelling at any length on their
civil and social condition.

In all unpolished nations, the functions in domestic economy,
which fall naturally to the share of women, are so many, that they
are subjected to hard labour, and must bear their full portion of the
common burden. Among the Nagas this is more particularly the
case, owing in a great measure, perhaps, to the anarchical state of
the country; or rather to the number of independent chiefs, who
formerly, for the slightest offence, were disposed to wage war against
each other, and the worst of all wars,—that which is covert and
unsuspected. This made it necessary for the men to be always ready
for an assault; and hence the custom that the women should cultivate
the fields, and the men prepare for and fight in battle. In regard to
the connexion of the sexes, the Nagas may boast of a propriety
unknown to their more civilized neighbours. The men confine them-
selves to one wife, to whom they are strongly attached, and of whose
chastity they appear very jealous. The women, on their part, are
said to be distinguished for the correctness of their behaviour. They
are in general treated with considerable kindness by the men, and
are allowed to participate with them in their festivities and social
amusements.

Marriages among the Nagas are not contracted in childhood, as
among the Hindoos; nor do the men generally marry young. This
probably arises in a great measure from the difficulty of procuring
the means of paying the parents of the bride the expected douceur
on giving the suitor their daughter to wife. Hence the youth, who
wishes to espouse a girl, if accepted, agrees to serve her father for a
term of years, generally limited to the period at which she may be
considered marriageable.! At the end of his servitude, a house is
constructed for the young couple by their parents, who also supply

! Compare Pemberton’s account, p. 43 above.— N.K.R.
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them with a small stock of pigs, fowls, and rice. A long previous
training has fully qualified the young bride to enter upon the duties
of her new station; and the value of her services is generally so well
appreciated, that nothing is more prompt than the vengeance of a
Naga for any insult offered to his laborious partner; his spear gives
the ready reply to any remark derogatory to her honour.

The agriculture of the Nagas is neither extensive nor laborious.
Among some of the tribes, however, every portion of culturable land
is most carefully terraced up the hills, as far as rivulets can be
commanded for the irrigation of the beds; in these localities, rice
forms the only object of cultivation. Arums and yams the Nagas
have in great abundance, but are for the most part found wild about
their villages; they have also some large capsicums, good ginger,
and a few cardamum plants. Cotton is frequently grown on the sides
of the hills; and with it is often seen a species of grass, (lachryma
jobi,) from the grain of which the Nagas extract an intoxicating
liquor by an operation that closely resembles brewing. It seems to
have been one of the first exertions of human ingenuity, to discover
some composition of an intoxicating quality, and there is no tribe
so rude or so destitute of invention, as not to have succeeded in this
fatal research. The Nagas seem as much addicted to the use of
intoxicating liquors as any of the neighbouring tribes. Pigs, fowls,
and ducks are abundant in all the villages, and some of the more
wealthy keep herds of cattle procured from the plains. They make
no scruple of the use of beef, and in fact are by no means particular
in their diet—dogs and cats, as well as reptiles and insects, are
equally partaken of as food. In general, the Nagas do not use much
vegetable food, and the consequence is, that most of the old people
shew great and disgusting symptoms of cutaneous eruptions, scurvy,
and leprosy.

In so large an extent of mountainous country as that occupied by
the Nagas, the useful vegetable and mineral substances that are
produced in it, must undoubtedly be numerous; but our imperfect
acquaintance with their territories will admit of our particularizing
only a few. Amongst the former, there are several species of laurels;
that yielding cassia is known to exist plentifully in the eastern hills,
whilst the plant known to us as the bay leaf, or the tezpat of com-
merce, is abundant everywhere. Mr Grange in his expedition to the
Angami Nagas, found the wild tea plant in considerable quantities
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on their hills, which the Shyans, who accompanied him, said was
of excellent quality. Agar wood, the produce of these hills, was at
one time in great demand as an article of commerce. A very resinous
fir is also abundant in all the higher ranges, and, amongst other
useful timbers, oaks of various kinds are plentiful.

The only mineral product we are acquainted with, as used by the
Nagas, is salt, which we have already noticed; and as we are aware
that salt springs exist westward on the banks of the Dhansiri at
Sunkar, in the Kachar hills, as far east as the banks of the Dehing
and Namsang rivers; whilst coal is plentifully found as far as we
have hitherto been able to trace it, all along the lower ranges border-
ing on the valley, we may with great propriety suppose, that this
country abounds in all the deposits of the coal formation and
secondary rocks.

A SOLDIER OBSERVES

(Capt. Vetch, ‘Report of a visit by Captain Vetch to the Singpho
and Naga Frontier of Luckimpore, 1842°, Selection of Papers,
pp. 260-3)

THE PORTION OF THE HILLS we passed over may be described as a
succession of steep ridges, our marches being generally up one side
of a hill and down the other to a stream at the bottom ; these streams
generally forming the boundaries of tribes. The soil appears to be
very fertile, and there is a very large portion of it under cultivation.
The chief products are rice, yams, capsicums, and ginger. The dao
is the only implement of husbandry used by the Nagas: with this the
jungle is cut down, and when burnt, it is used to turn up the soil and
fit it for the seed. The principal crop is aoos rice, which is sown
in March and April, and reaped in October or November. The
land after being in cultivation for two years is left fallow for eight
or ten.

The villages seem without exception to be on the top of precipitous
hills, with commanding views of all the approaches to them; they
are generally fortified by a ditch, and many of them by a succession



THE NAGAS: A GENERAL VIEW 93

of ditches cut round them with barricades on the inner sides of the
entrances. These entrances are generally over a narrow ridge with
very precipitous sides; the ditches have a tree or a few bamboos
thrown over them for crossing, but it is probable that these are with
panjees or pieces of bamboo stuck upright in the ground. I did not
observe that any of these were sharpened, and from the way they were
laid down on some of the roads they had more the appearances of
being used as balks at night than with any intention to lame assailants.

The defences are made chiefly, if not altogether, in consequence
of feuds and warfare among themselves, and I have no doubt that
they answer pretty well the purposes for which they are intended.
But their arms and, as far as I have been able to learn, their courage,
are not sufficient to enable them to stand against a body of disci-
plined troops, and I believe that a small party of sepoys would take
the strongest village they have with ease.

Beyond the Deko to the southward lies the great range which
separates Assam from the Burmese dominions. The summit of this
range could not be more than from 15 to 20 miles off. We could see
roads and villages in many directions, and the people of Changnoee
seemed to know that there was a pass leading from thence to
Burmah; but they said they had little or no intercourse with the
Nagas beyond them to the south, and could give no information as
to the distance to the other side.

The roads through the villages are uneven and filthy; the houses
are large and built on posts with walls of split bamboos, and roofed
generally with the leaf of the palm called Takopath. The residence
of the chief of Changnoee was at least 400 feet long by about 40 or
50 feet broad, and there were several houses occupied by members of
his family of not much smaller dimensions. The interior of these
dwellings is dark, there being no windows nor any entrance but at
the ends, and the roofs being very low. The floors are not raised
unless when this is rendered necessary by the unevenness of the
ground on which the houses stand, and then there is merely a bamboo
platform from rock to rock.

In all the villages there are one or more large buildings called
morungs. In these there is a large scooped-out tree with a longitudinal
opening on the top about three inches wide and extending nearly
from end to end. It is used either for music or for sounding the alarm
to collect the fighting men together, by being beaten upon with two
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pieces of heavy wood cut out like dumb-bells. These houses are
generally placed at the head of the principal entrances to the village.
They are said to be carefully guarded at night; and there is a high
platform thrown out in front, from which the whole surrounding
country is seen in the day, and we never saw this platform unoccupied.

In the morungs are kept the skulls carried off in battle. These are
suspended by a string along the wall in one or more rows over each
other. In one of the morungs in Changnoee I counted 130 skulls,
which were said to have belonged to men, women, and children,
indiscriminately. Besides this number, there was a large basketfull
of broken pieces of skulls; one of the morungs at Mooloong had
been burnt, and the very ashes had been gathered and preserved
with the skulls that had been since collected.

The porch of the Changnoee chief’s house was a perfect Golgotha.
There were between 50 and 60 human skulls, together with the skulls
of elephants, buffaloes, Naga bulls, bears, tigers, pigs, monkeys, &c.,
the larger kind lying on the ground, while the smaller literally covered
the walls and posts. We did not see so many skulls elsewhere; but
the same desire to obtain them prevails all over these hills.

A striking instance of the value attached to these trophies was
met with at Konghon the first day I entered the hills. In strolling
round the village, I came upon a path down which the women and
children had been removed ; and on the back of the gateway opening
from the village down this path, I saw that the skulls had all been
collected, ready to be carried off if flight became unavoidable.

The arms used by the Nagas are the spear, dao, and occasionally
a crossbow and arrows of pointed bamboo. The spear is thrown, and
a rush then made with the dao either to recover the spear or to carry
off the head of any enemy that may have fallen. They have no
firearms, and are greatly afraid of them.

The men are a stout, athletic race. Most of the tribes have their
faces tattooed with distinctive marks, so that it is easy for a person
accustomed to see them to know to what part of the hills they belong.
At Tabloong, Konghon, and Jaktoong they were in a state of nudity,
their loins being lightly girt with a smooth rattan passed twice or
thrice round the body. To the eastward, a straight piece of cotton
cloth of about eighteen inches long and nine broad is worn suspended
from the middle. The principal men at Mooloong and Changnoee
wore a very handsome girdle of polished brass plates, and the cloth
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worn by them was of somewhat larger dimensions and ornamented
with shells or clear polished circular brass knobs.

We saw very few of the women after leaving Jaktoong. Those we
met with were very sparingly clad, and seemed to be employed
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principally in carrying water in large bamboo tubes from the wells
below the villages.

In conclusion, I beg to say that I have little doubt but that this
expedition will be the means of saving many hundreds of lives
annually ; and if it shall be the wish of Government, I shall be happy
next cold season to go over the hills between the Deko and Dhun-
seeree, with a view to effect similar arrangements with the Nagas in
that direction. The country is quite unexplored, though the Nagas
are as numerous and as addicted to warfare among themselves as
any of those with whom I have been dealing. The number that come
down to the plains is perhaps greater.

PRIMITIVE ANTHROPOLOGY

(a)
(R. G. Latham, Ethnology of India, 1859, pp. 70-4)

ON THE EASTERN FRONTIER OF THE MIKIR AND CACHAR comes a
population rude and pagan ; or, if not wholly pagan, with a minimum
amount of Buddhism or Brahminism. The numerous tribes which
compose it are on the boundary of the British dominions—some of
them within it. Expeditions have been made by British officers against
them. Like all pagans, however, they are fitter objects for the
missionary than the soldier; and missionaries are finding their way
to them.

The Naga houses differ from the Mikir; so does the Naga dress—
or rather undress. From this they are supposed to have taken their
name, which is anything but native. Indeed, it is not likely to be so.
Few tribes so rude as these mountaineers have any general or
collective name at all amongst themselves. Amongst themselves
everything is particular or specific. Each tribe has its name, but the
whole stock none. It is the neighbours who know them in their
collective capacity. Now, in the languages of the plains, nunga equals
naked. I do not, however, find that the Nagas are actually this: they
have some clothing, though not much. It is, moreover, home-made;
manufactured by the Naga women, dyed by them.
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The name Naga, as we may easily believe, is, in general, foreign
to the Nagas. There is one tribe, however, in North Cachar that so
denominates itself. The Aroong Nagas call themselves what the
neighbours call them.

In one respect they differ from the Mikir, Kukis and Cachar, with
whom (in some portions of their area at least) they come in contact;
and that notably. All the above-named tribes, though not migratory,
are easily moved to a change of residence. They crop the ground
around their settlements, and when it is exhausted go elsewhere.
The Nagas crop the ground also, and exhaust it; but when, having
done this, they find it necessary to make a fresh choice of ground,
they go to a distance, cultivate their allotments, and never mind the
trouble and labour of bringing the produce home. This is the
sacrifice they make for the love of their old localities. The field is
changed ; the house remains where it was. Of Naga houses, some
twenty, thirty, or one hundred constitute a village, the situation of
which is generally on the tops of the hills. Can this extraordinary
affection for particular spots be accounted for in an otherwise not
over-active community ? I think the suggestion of Stewart is correct
—viz. that the habit of burying the dead near the houses promotes
it. The Nagas inter their deceased relations at the very threshold of
their homes, rolling a stone over the grave to mark the spot. The
village streets are full of these rude memorials, some falling into
neglect, but others fenced-in and ornamented with flowers.

When no blood has to be avenged the Naga is simple, social, and
peaceful. His government is so pre-eminently patriarchal as to be
no government at all. A quarrel, however, between two villages, or
even between two families of the same village, leads to miserable
results—blood for blood, treacherous surprises, cruel punishments.

The first deity of the Naga Pantheon is Semeo, the god of
riches.

The next (perhaps) is the god of the harvest, or Kuchimpai.

The chief malignant deity is Rupiaba, a Cyclops, not only with
one eye, but with that in the middle of his forehead, even as the eye
of Polyphemus. But—

Inter caecus regnat luscus. His assistant Kangniba, bad-tempered
and malicious, is blind altogether. He must, however, be propitiated.
And this can be done cheaply. A fowl is the sacrifice ; but the sickliest
and smallest of the roost will do. He can only feel what room it

7
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takes. So the crafty Nagas put the little bird in a big basket, and so
deceive Kangniba the sightless.

The custom of the Genna is this. When certain occasions call for
the preliminary rite, the whole village is closed. Work is suspended.
The fires are put out. Eating and drinking, however, are believed
to go on with more than usual vigour. A buffalo, or some animal, is
sacrificed. When a fresh piece of jungle is cleared the ceremony of
the Genna precedes; and the fire used for the purpose is made by
rubbing two pieces of wood together. The ordinary light of a
household hearth would be improper.

(b)
(H. B. Rowney, The Wild Tribes of India, 1882, pp. 167-75)

THE NAGAS LIE TO THE SOUTH-WEST of the Khamptis and the
Singphos, being scattered all over the mountain ridge that divides
Assam from Munipore. The word ‘Naga’ means a serpent, but it is
not pretended that the Nagas are of serpent or Scythic descent. The
name was more probably given to them originally as being best
expressive of their character, for of all wild tribes they are held to
be the most subtle and treacherous. There are about a dozen septs
of them, who differ considerably from each other in several respects,
each having some distinct peculiarity of its own and often a distinct
language. Those of the upper ranges are generally light-coloured
and handsome, and their women pretty, though beauty of form is
not the rule of the hills; but those of the lower ranges, such as the
Lotah Nagas and others, are dark, dirty, and squat. The differences
in character also are equally prominent, for, while the Rengma
Nagas are spoken of as being good-natured, peaceful, and honest,
the Lotahs are known as unsocial and sulky, and the Angamis as
contentious, vindictive, and perfidious.

The Nagas par excellence are the last, whose name Angami, or
the ‘unconquered’, is their boast. They live high up the mountains,
and have always distinguished themselves as caterans and murderers,
and also for being perpetually at feud with each other, their feuds
going down from generation to generation. Their villages are
accordingly planned for everyday defence and stockaded as hill-
forts, from which barbarous onslaughts are made, in which neither
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age nor sex is spared. They gave a world of trouble to the Govern-
ment by the many plundering inroads they made on the peaceful
tribes occupying the foot of their hills; and several expeditions had
to be sent against them, commencing from 1835.

In 1865, the location of a special officer in their hills was deter-
mined upon, and the country taken under direct management, after
which its history was rather uneventful for a long time, though never
altogether peaceful. Subsequently some outrages were perpetrated
in 1879, in connexion with an attempt to dislodge the British
authority from the hills, and culminated in the murder of the special
officer, Mr Damant, and his escort, which led to an expedition being
undertaken against the savages by General Nation, and to their
punishment. Peace has since been ostensibly restored; but it is
hardly to be supposed that it will be long preserved. The bellicose
disposition of the race has not yet been mastered, and what seems
calculated to master it in the future even more than Government
interference is tea-planting, the operations connected with which
are gradually spreading British rule over the immense wastes now
held by these people, the limits of which are likely to be extended
in the end to Munipore on the south, and on the east to the Patkoi
range and the borders of Burmah and China. The Nagas are carry-
ing on a most profitable business with the tea gardens, and those so
engaged have already been partially humanized, at the same time that
their occupation has forced them to neglect their internal bickerings.

The Nagas are a fine, stalwart race, though inferior in physique
as compared with the tribes inhabiting the North of the Brahma-
pootra, having smaller bones and much less of muscular develop-
ment. Their faces are lozenge-shaped, features flat, eyes small,
complexion dark; and of hair they have none in the shape of beard,
whisker, or moustache, while that on the head is cut short and
trained to stand erect. But, despite these drawbacks, their carriage
is dignified, and they have over all a wild expression peculiar to
them, which distinguishes them from all other tribes in their vicinity.
The females are short and waistless, but not necessarily ungainly,
though they are too hard-worked to retain any shade of comeliness
long, having every employment, apart from fighting, hunting, and
traffic, saddled on them.

There is no clothing for either sex in the higher elevations, and
hence some imagine that the name Naga may, perhaps, have been



100 THE NAGAS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

derived from the word ‘Lunga’, or naked. At the foot of the hills
the limbs are usually covered with a small piece of cloth dyed with
indigo, a larger piece of coarse cloth being also used for covering
the body when needed; while nearer the tea gardens the men wear
kilts of different patterns and colours, and the women picturesque
petticoats, and a cotton chad